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Highlights  
 
A Visionary Talk: Sri. Parameswaran Iyer, Executive 

Director,World Bank and Former CEO NITI Aayog,  on 

Transformational Programs  

In a significant event under the ASCI Lecture Series, Sri. Parameswaran Iyer, Executive 

Director at the World Bank and former CEO of NITI Aayog, delivered an enlightening lecture 

titled "Implementing At-scale Transformational Programs" on April 3rd, 2024. The 

Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) proudly hosted this session at CR-I, Bella Vista on 

Raj Bhavan Road, Hyderabad, drawing a distinguished audience of thought leaders and 

experts from various sectors. Dr. Iyer, the highest-ranking civil servant of India at the World 

Bank, graciously accepted ASCI’s invitation to share his insights. 

The proceedings commenced at 09:30 hrs with a warm welcome by Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya 

Bagchi, Director General (In-charge) of ASCI, setting the stage for an enriching discourse. 

Prof. (Dr.) Subodh Kandamuthan, Dean of ASCI, introduced the distinguished guest, 

highlighting Sri. Iyer’s extensive experience and contributions to large-scale national 

programs. The Hon. Chairman of ASCI, Sri. K. Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd), presided over the 

lecture 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sri. Iyer's lecture focused on India’s remarkable achievements over the past decade in 

implementing large-scale transformational programs. He emphasized India's unique position 

as the world’s most populous country, noting that successful initiatives here have a profound 

global impact. He outlined the crucial shift from conceptualization to implementation that has 

significantly improved living standards across the nation. 
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DG (i/c) Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi welcoming the guest Sri. Parameswaran Iyer 

A key theme of his talk was the collaborative nature of these programs within India’s federal 

framework, showcasing strong cooperation between central, state, and local governments in 

both urban and rural settings. He shared that many initiatives have evolved into 'Jan Andolans' 

or people’s movements, driven by widespread enthusiasm for development. 

Drawing from his vast experience, Sri. Iyer cited the Swachh 

Bharat Mission as a prime example of a successful large-scale 

transformational program. He discussed the initial challenges 

of promoting sanitation in 2014, contrasting it with the already 

high demand for clean water. Creating awareness and 

changing public behavior towards sanitation was a significant 

hurdle, given the high rates of open defecation in the country. 

The Swachh Bharat Mission tackled these issues through its '4S 

es': Scale, Speed, Stigmas, and Sustainability. Key strategies 

included mobilizing school students, training local influencers, 

and utilizing mass media. Innovative approaches                           Sri Parameswaran Iyer 

like the 'Nudge Theory' and leveraging popular culture played a crucial role in breaking 

stigmas around sanitation. 

To ensure the sustainability of these efforts, Sri. Iyer introduced the ABCDEF of 

Implementation: Aligning with the vision, fostering Belief, effective Communication, 

Democratization, Evaluating for credibility, and ensuring Follow-through. The outcomes of the 

Swachh Bharat Mission were extraordinary, with millions adopting improved sanitation 

practices, leading to open defecation-free status in numerous villages and districts. 
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Snaps from the Q&A Session during the Lecture: 
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                                                              Sri. Parameswaran Iyer delivering the talk 

Sri. Iyer also shared valuable lessons 

learned, emphasizing the importance of 

political leadership, public financing, 

partnerships, and active public 

participation. During the Q&A session, he 

addressed topics such as water stress 

management in Bengaluru, metrics for 

evaluating the Swachh Bharat Mission, and 

funding mechanisms. He highlighted the 

critical importance of water resource 

management, citing the Jal Shakti 

Abhiyan as a significant initiative. 

Sri. K Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd), 

Chairman, presented a memento to Sri.   

Parameswaran Iyer, and Prof. (Dr.) Subodh Kandamuthan extended a vote of thanks. 

The event concluded on a high note, leaving the audience inspired by Sri. Iyer’s insights and 

the impactful stories of India’s transformational programs. 
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Bridging Borders Through Public-Private Partnerships: Mongolia's 

Transformative Training at ASCI                                              

ASCI conducted an international 

training programme for officials 

from Mongolia, sponsored by the 

National Academy of Mongolia. This 

ground-breaking 5-day 

programme, titled "Public-Private 

Partnerships (PPPs)," was designed 

specifically for Mongolian 

government officials. Held from 

April 28 to May 2, 2024, at the 

College Park Campus of the 

Administrative Staff College of 

India (ASCI), the intensive training 

aimed to deepen participants' 

understanding of PPP frameworks, 

strategies, and best practices. 

Designed to equip attendees with essential knowledge and skills, the program fostered 

effective collaboration between the public and private sectors. Through a dynamic mix of 

interactive sessions, case studies, and expert-led 

discussions, participants delved into key 

principles, regulatory frameworks, and successful 

implementation models of PPPs. This immersive 

learning experience was crafted to create a 

conducive environment for sustainable 

development and infrastructure projects, drawing 

on examples from India and beyond. 

The valedictory event was graced by distinguished 

luminaries, including the esteemed Ambassador of 

Mongolia to India, Mr. Ganbold Dambajav, Hon. 

Chairman of ASCI, Sri K. Padmanabhaiah, former 

IT Secretary of the Government of India, Sri J. 

Satyanarayana, Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi, Director 

General (I/c) of ASCI, and Dr. Subodh 

Kandamuthan. Their insightful speeches 

highlighted the path toward effective collaboration 

on Public-Private Partnerships between India and Mongolia. This gathering truly served as a 

platform for knowledge exchange and strategic dialogue, paving the way for impactful 

partnerships and shared prosperity between both countries. 

The program was directed by Prof. (Dr.) Subodh Kandamuthan, Director of the Dr. Kakarla 

Subba Rao Centre for Health Care Management. Under his expert guidance, officials gained 
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valuable insights that will aid in advancing Mongolia's infrastructure and public service projects 

through effective public-private partnerships. 

This initiative not only strengthened the ties between India and Mongolia but also set the stage 

for future collaborations, ensuring sustainable development and enhanced public services in 

Mongolia. 

 

 

 

Project Sunrise: adding a State-of-the-Art Academic Block at 

College Park Campus for the Future of Education   

ASCI Hyderabad, for six decades, has been a stalwart in post-experience management training 

in India, having campuses of Bella Vista and the College Park Campus in Hyderabad. It is the 

college for practising managers. 

The CPC is nestled within the verdant expanse of Banjara Hills, Hyderabad. Since its inception, 

ASCI has been an emblem of academic excellence, consistently evolving to meet the dynamic 

demands of the business world. In 2010, recognizing the need for expansion, ASCI erected 

two modern structures at the CPC—a hostel boasting 80 bedrooms and an administrative block 

housing classroom, faculty lounges, and office spaces. 

At the heart of ASCI's academic offerings at CPC lie its two flagship Post Graduate Diploma 

courses: PGDM (introduced in 2020) and PGDHM (initiated in 2006), each with an initial intake 

of 30 students. Over the years, spurred by the nation's economic ambitions and the evolving 

landscape of governance, ASCI has witnessed a surge in student enrollment, with numbers 

doubling to 60 in 2021 and quadrupling to 120 by 2022. Additionally, ASCI serves as a hub for 

Management Development Programmes (MDPs), catering to professionals seeking to sharpen 

their acumen in the face of market flux. 

However, ASCI's journey towards educational excellence faces a pivotal juncture. With the 

Bella Vista Campus nearing capacity and the CPC poised for expansion, ASCI endeavours to 

construct a cutting-edge academic block to meet burgeoning demands. This architectural 

marvel is envisioned as an integration of innovation and collaboration, fostering an 

environment conducive to holistic learning. 

The proposed academic block is not merely a structure but a testament to ASCI's unwavering 

commitment to academic progression. Boasting six spacious classrooms, each accommodating 

up to 72 students, alongside additional amenities including a cafeteria, courtyards, and 

elevators, the block is designed to nurture the intellectual growth of its occupants. Moreover, 

meticulous attention has been devoted to compliance with local building regulations and 

sustainability standards by complying with the Energy Conservation Building Code and also the 

requirement for the platinum rating of IGBC, ensuring a harmonious blend of functionality and 

environmental consciousness. 
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Yet, beyond its physical attributes, the new academic block symbolizes ASCI's steadfast 

dedication to educational enrichment. By accommodating the exponential growth in student 

enrollment, modernizing infrastructure, and fostering inspiring learning environments, ASCI 

endeavours to reinforce its position as a beacon of academic excellence. 

Furthermore, ASCI's commitment extends beyond the confines of its campus, acknowledging 

the pivotal role infrastructure plays in shaping educational outcomes. Recognizing the dearth 

of modern facilities in educational institutions, ASCI's initiative stands as a testament to its 

broader vision of societal advancement through education. 

As ASCI embarks on this transformative journey, it remains poised to shape the minds of 

future leaders, instilling in them the values of innovation, collaboration, and academic 

excellence. 

The Bhumi Puja (Groundbreaking Ceremony) for the project was performed on Monday, 

February 12, 2024, by Sri K. Padamanabhaiah, Chairman, Dr. Nirmalya Bagch, DG (i/c), and 

Dr. Op Singh, Registrar. Deans Dr. Valli, Dr. Subodh, and Prof. Sachendra, along with other 

faculty, officers, and staff, were present during the event. 
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A Collaborative endeavor between Monash University Malaysia and 

ASCI  

The team form Monash University Malaysia  led by Dr. Visveswara Mohan Avvari, Professor 

and Deputy Head (Engagement & Impact) at the School of Business, visited the Bella Vista 
Campus on July 31, 2023. 
 

Dr Nirmalya Bagchi, DG (i/c), ASCI, Dr Valli Manickam, DoRS, Dr Subodh Kandamuthan, 
DoTP(LD), Prof BVN Sachendra, DoTP(SD) and Dr O P Singh, Registrar & Secretary (i/c) were 

present during the visit of the team from Monash University. 
 

 
L-R: Dr Valli, Dr Mohan Avvari, Dr Nirmalya Bagchi, Prof Sachendra, Dr Subodh, Dr O P Singh & Others 

Monash University, a prestigious public research institution based in Melbourne, Australia, was 
established in 1958 and named after World War I general Sir John Monash. It is the second 
oldest university in Victoria and boasts multiple campuses across the globe. These include four 

in Victoria (Clayton, Caulfield, Peninsula, and Parkville), as well as campuses in Malaysia and 
Indonesia. Additionally, Monash operates a research and teaching center in Prato, Italy, a 

graduate research school in Mumbai, India, and graduate schools in Suzhou, China, and 
Tangerang, Indonesia, with courses offered at various other international locations.. 
  

ADB Sponsored Capacity Development Programme on Bridges  

July 18-19,2023: sponsored 

by the ADB was conducted at 

the Bella Vista Campus. 

Government officers and PWD 

Engineers from ADB financed 

projects across India attended 

the programme. Dr. V K 

Raina, globally renowned 

bridge expert is delivered the 

sessions on the topics of 

'Bearings and Expansion 

Joints for Bridges'.  
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Dr. Raina is a veteran in the field with more than 50 years of global experience and has 

authored more   than a dozen books on the topic."                                                                         

 

 

 

Deans appointed: 
 

July 03, 2024:  

Director General (i/c) Prof. Nirmalya Bagchi,  has appointed Prof. B.V.N. Sachdnera, Centre for 

Management studies as Dean of Training Programmes (Short Duration Prorammes), Prof. (Dr.) 

Subodh Kandamuthan, Director Dr. Kakarla Subba Rao Centre for Healthcare  Management as 

Dean of Training Programmes (Long Duration Programme) and Prof. (Dr.) Valli Manickam, 

Director, Centre for Innovation and Technology as Dean of Research and Management Studies.  

 
 
 
 



                                                                                                                Bella Vista Times 
 BELLA VISTA TIMES      (Volume 08)           June 2024   
 
                

  

 

14 

Adapting Leadership in a Dynamic World: Insights from the 

Advanced Global Techno Management Programme (AGTMP) 

August & September 

2023: ASCI (Hyderabad), 
in collaboration with ESCP 
(France) and the University 

of Maribor (Slovenia), 
orchestrated a unique 

initiative known as The 
Advanced Global Techno 
Management Programme. 

This program, attended by 
senior executives from 

diverse sectors including 
government, public 

organizations, and armed 
forces, aimed to cultivate 
competencies in navigating complex strategic issues that transcend functional boundaries. Led 

by Prof. (Dr.) Reshmy Nair, the program unfolded during August and September 2023.  

 Participants of ASCI’s AGTM programme at the ESCP Business School, Paris, September 2023. 

The Advanced Global Techno Management Programme, a blend of managerial prowess and 

technical acumen, offered participants a structured curriculum extending over a week at ASCI 

and ten days in Europe. Notably, the program included an international component conducted 

at the ESCP Business School in Paris, France. Split into Indian and international segments, the 

India component spanned from August 21 to 28, 2023, while the international component 

unfolded from September 25 to October 05, 2023. Through this immersive experience, leaders 

gained invaluable insights into global trends and strategies, empowering them to steer their 

organizations through the complexities of today's dynamic landscape. 
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CIPS-ASCI formulates the Biodiversity Strategy & Action Plan 

2023-2030 in Collaboration with Telangana State Biodiversity 

Board (TSBDB) 

The Centre for Innovations in Public Systems (CIPS), Administrative Staff College of India 

(ASCI), Hyderabad, collaborated with the Telangana State Biodiversity Board (TSBDB) to 

formulate the Biodiversity Strategy & Action Plan (TSBSAP) for 2023-2030. This initiative aims 

to promote a structured and scientific approach towards the sustainable use of biological 

resources in the state.  

Telangana State Biodiversity Board is the first in the country to release the State Biodiversity 

Strategy and Action Plan (TSBAP) (2023-2030) for the state, which was launched in October 

2023. The plan was prepared following the adoption of the Kunming-Montreal Global 

Biodiversity Framework in December 2022. 

The TSBSAP serves as a roadmap to monitor and reverse the loss of biodiversity and ensure 

its conservation. It incorporates various tools such as the Biodiversity Expenditure Review 

(BER) across departments like forestry, agriculture, irrigation, animal husbandry, and 

fisheries, as well as the Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN) to assess their contributions. 

Spread over 12 chapters, TSBSAP addresses various components of biodiversity, key factors 

that affect biodiversity, and methodologies to combat the loss of biodiversity in the State. The 

plan outlines the efforts to be taken in developing more resource-sharing mechanisms to help 

optimise the use of bioresources. It also includes measures for promoting the conservation of 

biodiversity through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities of Public Sector 

Undertakings (PSUs) and private sector units. The action plan also explores the scope of 

Public-Private Partnerships. 

 

ASCI Partners in USAID Project - Reducing Plastic Pollution for a 

Cleaner Environment in India (inREPLACE) 

USAID has awarded a project to the consortium led by IPE Global, in which ASCI is the 

member,  a five-year project to implement innovations aimed at reducing plastic pollution, 

including in marine environments, to promote a cleaner environment in India by accelerating 

circularity and innovation in plastic waste management. 

The project has two primary objectives:  

1) to improve solid waste management policies, planning, and infrastructure services, with a 

focus on plastic waste management; and  

2) to address the lifecycle impact of plastic by promoting a circular economy and fostering an 

innovation ecosystem. 

Additionally, the project aims to address discrimination, improve access to social support, 

enhance health and safety measures, provide social safety nets, and stabilize livelihoods for 

women, men, and other marginalized groups employed as informal workers in the solid waste 
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management value chain. This will be achieved through policy reforms informed by on-the-

ground activities in the program cities. 

The consortium team includes members from ASCI, IPE Global, Athena Infonomics, 

Pyxera Global, Chintan, and Recycle India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interaction during Dipstick Study with Sri. G. Mathi Vathanan, IAS, Principal Secretary, Dept of Housing and Urban 

Development, Government of Odisha 

Interaction during Dipstick study with Shri. Gaurav Kumar, IAS, Municipal Commissioner, Dehradun 
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Empowering Public Procurement: ASCI's Success in Collaboration 

with Department of Expenditure, Government of India 

The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance, Government of India, has awarded three 

(03) programs titled 'Public Procurement Principles' to ASCI on a pilot basis. 

The programme, directed by Prof. B. V. N. Sachendra, Prof. Vilas Shah, Rutwik Phatak, & Dr. 

Priya Verma, was attended by officers from the Central Government, Ministries, Departments, 

Autonomous bodies, Subordinate offices, and Statutory bodies. The three programmes 

conducted by ASCI saw huge success, with the total number of participants crossing 380. 

Subsequently, the Department of Expenditure (DoE) has awarded 12 programmes to ASCI for 

2024-2025.  

The initial 1st programme saw 91 participants, out of which 79 were Government of India 

officials sponsored by DoE, and 12 participants were nominated by Public Sector Undertakings 

on a payment basis. 

The objective of the programme: Various Ministries, Departments, and their subordinate 

offices, local urban bodies, Public Sector Enterprises, and other Government (including 

autonomous) bodies spend a sizeable amount of their budget on procurement of goods, works, 

and services to discharge the duties and responsibilities assigned to them. To ensure that 

these procurements are made in a uniform, systematic, efficient, and cost-effective manner, 

and also to ensure fair and equitable treatment of suppliers, governments prescribe various 

statutory guidelines, provisions, rules, financial, vigilance, security, safety, counter-trade, and 

other regulations from time to time. It is imperative that the executives/officers engaged in 

procurement activities possess thorough knowledge of all the relevant rules, regulations, and 

procedures of public procurement to discharge their functions and duties effectively. 
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ASCI CPC Campus Earns ISO 9001:2015 Certification 

The College Park Campus at Banjara Hills, Hyderabad, has 

been awarded the ISO 9001:2015 certification by Quality 

Control (QC) Certification for its Quality Management 

System. This recognition covers the Post Graduate Diploma 

in Management, Post Graduate Diploma in Hospital 

Management, Management Development Programmes, and 

Consulting Services. The certificate, issued on April 29, 2024, 

is valid until April 28, 2027, with the first surveillance 

scheduled by March 28, 2025, and the second by March 28, 

2026. 

The status of the certificate can be verified by visiting: 

https://qccertification.com/Client and providing the 

certificate no: QCC/8FF8/0424 and the name of the 

organisation in the search box 

 

 

ASCI accredited as 'उत्कृष्ट' (uthkrusht) by Capacity Building 

Commission (CBC), Government of India  

In a major achievement, the Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI), has been awarded 

with the esteemed title of 'उत्कृष्ट' under the Capacity Building Commission’s (CBC) National 

Standards. This recognition, assessed by the National Accreditation Board of Education and 

Training (NABET) (Accreditation Certificate No: APP/23/N00269), marks a proud moment for 

ASCI, highlighting its commitment to excellence in education and training. 

The accreditation, effective from December 29, 2023, highlights the ASCI's dedication to 

meeting and exceeding national benchmarks in educational quality and standards.  

The accreditation stands as a testament to ASCI's continuous pursuit of educational excellence 

and is valid until December 28, 2025. 

Looking ahead, ASCI is poised to uphold its accreditation through diligent adherence to the 

National Standards, following a rigorous assessment process. This commitment ensures that 

ASCI remains at the forefront of educational institutions in India, fostering a culture of 

continuous improvement and excellence. 

For ASCI, this recognition not only signifies a milestone in its journey but also reaffirms its role 

as a leader in shaping the future of education and capacity building in the country. 

 

 

 

https://qccertification.com/Client
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Launch of Bella Vista Innovation Foundation  

March 15, 2024: ASCI launched Bella Vista Innovation Foundation, it is a Private Not For 

Profit Company and focuses on 
governance failures and issues 
in health, education, and 

urban affairs.  

Innovation Foundation Center 
would offer facilities free of 

charge to incubators.                                             

 

 

Photo: L-R: Sri. S K Bose, Prof. (Dr.) 
Nirmalya Bagchi, Sri. Ayush Gupta,  
Dr. Srinivas Rao Mahankali& Mr. 
Prakash Chandra Baror 

 

Nagaland's Power Sector Poised for Transformation: ASCI 

Spearheads Reform Efforts. 

April 3, 2024: The Centre for Energy Studies (CES) at the Administrative Staff College of India 

(ASCI), in collaboration with the Department of Power, Nagaland (DoPN), and Power Grid 

Corporation Of India Limited (Powergrid), has achieved significant milestones in advancing 

much-needed reforms. 

ASCI's study, 

focused on 

restructuring 

Nagaland's power 

sector, reached a 

pivotal moment on 

April 3rd, 2024. 

The CES presented 

a comprehensive 

roadmap for 

unbundling and 

corporatization to a 

distinguished panel, including key government officials such as the Chief Secretary, Principal 

Secretary Planning, Secretary Finance, Secretary Power, and DoPN officials. 

The recommendations put forth by ASCI have been meticulously evaluated and deemed 

suitable for Cabinet consideration, marking a monumental step towards enhancing the 

efficiency and effectiveness of the power sector. This report, crafted after 100 days of rigorous 

data collection across 6 districts and engagement with 14 Village Electricity Management 

Boards, reflects the dedication of ASCI's team to understand ground realities through 

workshops and round table discussions with stakeholders. 
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We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Mr. Moa Aier, Engineer-in-Chief, DoPN, Mr. Tiameren 

Walling, Chief Engineer (D&R), Mr. Penrithung, Chief Engineer (T&G), and the entire working 

group for their unwavering support and collaboration. 

We are indebted to the insightful comments and recommendations provided by Shri R. 

Ramakrishnan, IAS, Principal Secretary, and Development Commissioner; Smt. Asangla Imti, 

IAS, Commissioner and Secretary, Power; and Shri J. Alam, IAS, Chief Secretary. 

ASCI also acknowledges the invaluable support of Sridharan S, SGM (HR), POWERGRID, 

Satyendra Kumar Singh, Manager, HR, Koushik Goswami, and Stanley Mathews, ED, HR, 

POWERGRID. 

Prof. Rajkiran, Director of the Centre for Energy Studies, extends deepest appreciation to the 

dedicated team, led by Prof. Siddartha Ramakanth Keshavadasu, including Akshay Janda and 

Sri. Hariprasad garu, whose commitment has been instrumental in advancing this initiative. 

Special thanks to Pavan Kumar Parnandi and Sudershan Kosuri for their support. 

ASCI takes pride in contributing to Nagaland's power sector transformation, aligning with the 

state's commitment to progress and innovation. Together, we are paving the way for a 

brighter, more sustainable energy future for Nagaland. Stay tuned for further updates on this 

transformative journey! 

 

Cybersecurity Summit 

A Landmark Initiative Jointly Organized by ASCI & ESF Labs Limited 

The Cybersecurity Summit held on November 18, 2023, represented a significant stride 

towards enhancing cybersecurity 

awareness and preparedness. This 

historic event, organized by ASCI and 

ESF Labs Limited, brought together 

leading experts, thought leaders, and 

cybersecurity enthusiasts to discuss 

the latest trends, challenges, and 

innovations in the ever-evolving 

cybersecurity landscape. 

The summit featured insightful panel 

discussions, keynote presentations, 

and interactive sessions that delved  

ASCI Chairman Sri K Padmanabhaiah, IAS(Retd), speaking at the event 

into critical issues such as threat intelligence, data protection, and emerging technologies. 
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Event Highlights: 

➢ Unique Platform for 

Professionals: Offered valuable 

insights and opportunities for idea 

exchange among cybersecurity 

professionals. 

➢ Real-World Experiences: 

Provided first hand experiences and 

learnings from experts who have 

tackled real-world cybersecurity 

challenges. 

➢ Meaningful Connections: 

Fostered connections among experts 

and encouraged open dialogue. 

➢ Enriched Learning Experience: Promoted stronger collaboration within the 

cybersecurity community. 

➢ Proactive Approach: Encouraged participants to adopt proactive cybersecurity 

measures and contribute to creating a safer digital environment. 

This summit was a pivotal event in the cybersecurity field, fostering a collaborative and 

proactive approach to addressing contemporary challenges and ensuring a secure digital 

future. 

 

Inauguration of the Cyber Theme Park (CTMP) 

November 18, 2023: The Cyber Theme Park (CTMP) was inaugurated at the Bella Vista 

Campus of ASCI, with Former Home Secretary Sri K Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd), Chairman of 

ASCI, ceremoniously cutting the ribbon and lighting the lamp. This dedicated space is designed 

to provide a hands-on and immersive learning experience in cybersecurity. Attendees have the 

opportunity to 

engage with 

cutting-edge 

technologies, 

simulated cyber 

threat scenarios, 

and interactive 

exhibits, offering a 

unique and 

practical 

understanding of 

cybersecurity 

measures. 

                                         

Photo: Sri K Padmanabhaiah, Chairman, ASCI, inaugurating the CTMP. ASCI DG(i/c) Dr Nirmalya Bagchi also seen 

in the picture 
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Highlights of the Cyber Theme Park (CTMP): 

 Cutting-Edge Learning Environment: The CTMP is a state-of-the-art facility designed 

for hands-on learning in cybersecurity. 

 Practical Training: The center focuses on developing knowledgeable professionals 

through practical training, enhancing their confidence in dealing with cybersecurity 

challenges. 

 Collaborative Space: It fosters collaboration among stakeholders, promoting unbiased 

reporting and the sharing of ideas. 

 Awareness and Education: The center aims to raise awareness about key aspects of 

cybersecurity, including roles such as Attacker, Protector, Defender, and Overseer. 

 Immersive Experiences: Through interactive and immersive experiences, the CTMP 

equips professionals with valuable tools and insights to succeed in the ever-evolving 

cybersecurity landscape. 

 

The inauguration of the Cyber Theme Park marks a significant advancement in cybersecurity 

education, providing a practical and engaging platform for current and future cybersecurity 

professionals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sri K Padmanabhaiah, IAS(Retd), Chairman, cutting the ribbon & lighting the lamp 
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ASCI's Role in SAIL's Transformation: Crafting the Vision 

Document 

December 14, 2023: The drive for transformation in the Steel Authority of India Limited 

(SAIL), which commenced on 6th November 2023 under the stewardship of the Administrative 

Staff College of India (ASCI), Hyderabad, led by Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, DG(i/c), ASCI, 

along with team members including Prof. Vilash Shah, Dr. Karnak Roy, Mr. Raman Ghosh, and 

Ms. Surabhi Mishra, marks the beginning 

of a whole new chapter in strategic 

visioning 

Recognizing the need for diverse 

perspectives, SAIL, in collaboration with 

ASCI, ran a survey  for 10,000   

employees, customers, and suppliers 

using Google Forms questionnaires.  

Surpassing expectations, the initial 

questionnaire garnered an overwhelming 

response of 43,412, marking a pivotal 

moment in SAIL's evolution. 

The event was followed by a series of             Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, DG(i/c) at SAIL’s Bhilai Office  

carefully planned workshops at all the plants and units of SAIL which started from the Bhilai 

Steel Plant on December 14, 2023. These workshops played a pivotal role in engaging 

participants, fostering collaboration, and distilling valuable insights for the redrafting process. 

All workshops had the same concise format, that lead to active participation. 

The role of ASCI as consultants gave 

the workshops a certain strategic 

depth, by presenting the analysis of the 

importance of reiteration SAIL's vision.                              

Given between December 14 and 21, 

the workshops were a prime example of 

a grass-roots process, emphasizing an 

“inclusive approach with a high level of 

involvement of employees.” During 

collaborative brainstorming sessions, 

ASCI team repeatedly heard reflections 

and stories that highlighted SAIL's 

unfailing dedication to what we have 

come to understand as the 4 Cs 

framework; the 4 Cs provide a foundation for decision-making processes that keep the 

program true to its core principles. 

The strong roots of this integrated enlightenment have grown to a monumental holistic growth 

in the form of 10-11 vision statements encapsulating the composite dreams of all those who 
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are the part of SAIL family. These in turn were shared with Director (Personnel), and thus 

SAIL the step further was taken in its endeavour to change and restructure itself in line with 

the emerging industrial scenario. 

Prof. Vilas Shah & Dr. Karnak Roy during a workshop 

What SAIL made creatively come alive was a new style organizational leadership — 

collaborative, agile and inclusive — that has indeed become a model for redefining the vision 

and mission of an organization in the 21st Century. 

 

Inauguration of the Knowledge Resource Centre(Library) at 

College Park Campus 

On November 22, 2023, the College Park Campus witnessed the grand inauguration of its 

newly developed Knowledge Resource Centre (Library). The ceremony was graced by Sri K 

Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd), Chairman of ASCI, who officially opened the state-of-the-art 

facility. 

Joining him 

were Sri 

Richard 

Saldanha, 

Vice 

Chairman 

of ASCI, 

and Dr 

Nirmalya 

Bagchi, 

Director 

General 

(i/c). 

This event 

marks a significant milestone as the library transitions from its previous location in the old CPC 

building to a modern, spacious venue designed to enhance learning and research capabilities. 
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The inauguration saw 

the presence of 

esteemed deans, Dr. 

Valli Manickam, Dr. 

Subodh, and Prof. 

Sachendra, along 

with Registrar and 

Secretary Dr. O P 

Singh. Other faculty, 

officials and staff 

members also 

attended, celebrating 

the beginning of a 

new chapter for the 

institution’s academic 

resources.  

The new Knowledge Resource Centre is expected to play a pivotal role in fostering an enriched 

educational environment, providing students and faculty with access to an extensive collection 

of resources and advanced research tools.  

 

Inauguration of the Basketball and Tennis Courts at College Park 

Campus 

On November 22, 2023, the College Park Campus celebrated the inauguration of its newly laid 

Basketball and Tennis courts. The 

ribbon-cutting ceremony was led by 

Director General (i/c) Dr. Nirmalya 

Bagchi, marking a significant 

enhancement to the campus's sports 

facilities. 

The event was attended by Deans Prof. 

Sachendra, Dr. Subodh Kandamuthan, 

and Dr. Valli Manickam, along with 

other faculty members, officers, and 

staff. 

Following the inauguration, Dr. Bagchi and Prof. Sachendra engaged in a friendly game of 

tennis, showcasing the new court's quality and encouraging active participation in sports 

among the campus community. 
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New CoG members 
 
Smt Gaitri Issar Kumar, IFS (Retd),  former High Commissioner of India to the                                                                      
United Kingdom.  (Member of ASCI  CoG - Co-Opted Category) 
 

Profile: Smt. Gaitri Issar Kumar has had a distinguished career in the 
Indian Foreign Service - where she served from 1986 till her 

superannuation in June 2022. She completed her graduation from 
Bangalore University in history, economics, and political science. Smt. 

Gaitri Issar Kumar was High Commissioner of India to the United 
Kingdom and before that Ambassador of India to the European Union, 
Belgium and Luxembourg  
 
As envoy of India she focussed on deepening India’s political as well as 

trade and economic ties with these key players on the global stage. 
She has also served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the Indian Embassy 
in Paris and Counsellor (Disarmament) at the Permanent Mission of India in Geneva. At the 

Ministry of External Affairs in New Delhi, she headed the Territorial Division concerned with 
bilateral relations with the US and Canada at a time of widening and deepening of bilateral 

cooperation across the sectors including in advanced technology and civil nuclear energy. 
 
She has also served in key positions such as Additional Secretary to the President of India and 

Director (Finance) in the Ministry of External Affairs. 
 

 
 

Dr Sameer Sharma, IAS (Retd), former Chief Secretary,  
Government of AP (Member of ASCI CoG - Co-Opted Category) 
Dr. Sameer Sharma is a distinguished IAS Officer from the 1985 

batch, known for his illustrious career spanning various domains. 
Holding a Master’s in Community Planning and a doctorate from the 
United States, Dr. Sharma has authored acclaimed books like "Smart 

Cities Unbundled" and "Hourglass Management Paradigm." He has 
held pivotal roles such as Special Chief Secretary, Planning and 

Resource Mobilisation, and Vice-Chairman of the Institute of 
Leadership, Excellence, and Governance. 

Dr. Sharma's expertise extends to his tenure as Director of the National Smart Cities Mission 
and as the Missions Director of India: Smart Cities Mission and AMRUT. Noteworthy is his 

consultancy work for UN Habitat in Cambodia and the International Federation of Red Cross 
Societies. 

Recognized for his groundbreaking initiatives, Dr. Sharma has received awards from both the 

President and Prime Minister of India. He has also been lauded for his contributions to 
governance reforms and community empowerment, earning accolades such as the V. 

Ramachandran Award for Excellence. 
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Beyond his administrative roles, Dr. Sharma is an accomplished author, contributing to various 
publications and co-editing significant works like "COVID-19: Exploring the new normal in 
insolvency." His multifaceted involvement includes serving as Chairman and Managing Director 

of Indian Tourism Development Corporation, Director General and CEO of the Indian Institute 
of Corporate Affairs, and holding positions in esteemed organizations such as the National 

Institute of Urban Affairs and the Andhra Cricket Association. 

 

 

ASCI's WASH Innovation Hub gets recognition for Sanitation 

Advancements from Uttarakhand Governor                                       

October 01, 2023: 

The WASH 

Innovation Hub 

(WIH) at the 

Administrative Staff 

College of India 

(ASCI) received a 

significant accolade. 

Lieutenant General 

Gurmit Singh (Retd.), 

the Honorable 

Governor of  

Mr. Saikiran of ASCI (3rd from left) honoured by Lieutenant General Gurmit Singh (Retd), Governor 

Uttarakhand, honored the hub in a ceremonious event. He was accompanied by Sri Ganesh 

Joshi, the Honorable Agriculture Minister, and Sri S K Sidhanshu, Secretary of Urban 

Development Forestry, underscoring the importance of WIH's contributions to sanitation and 

hygiene. 

The interaction at the event revolved around the INK@WASH initiatives and various other 

programs spearheaded by WIH. These discussions showcased the pivotal role WIH is playing in 

advancing sanitation and hygiene practices. The hub's innovative approaches and impactful 

projects have marked significant strides in this critical field. 

The success of WIH is attributed to the dedicated team led by Prof. Srinivas Chary Vedala. The 

team includes Jyothsna Dindigala, Shivans Rajput, Sayan Mondal, Asher George. 
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Connect 

DG(i/c) Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi Meets Goa Chief Minister               

Dr. Pramod Sawant to explore the Leadership Development 

Partnership 

 
The DG (i/c) met with the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Goa, Dr. Pramod Sawant, on Jan 30, 2024, 

in his chamber to discuss areas of partnership between the Administrative Staff College of 

India (ASCI) and the Government of Goa. Developing leadership at key levels is a long-term 

aspiration of Goa, which will help increase the efficiency of public expenditure. ASCI has 

agreed to partner with the Government of Goa and the Goa CSR Authority to develop 

leadership at different levels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        Dr. Pramod Sawant, Chief Minister of Goa & Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, DG(i/c), ASCI 

 

Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, DG (i/c) meets Chief Minister of 

Meghalaya, Sri. Conard K. Sangma 
Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi, DG (i/c) called on Chief Minister of Meghalaya  Sri. Conrad K Sangma, 

during his visit to Shillong, Meghalaya, as part of CIPS Innovation Awards 2023 on January 19, 

2024. Dr. Bagchi, presented a memnto to Sri Sangama. Sri Sangama lauded the efforts of 

CIPS, ASCI for organizing the innovation award ceremony in the state.   
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Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi, DG(i/c), ASCI presenting the memento to Sri Conard K Sangma, Chief Minister of Meghalya 

 

ASCI Explores Synergistic Opportunities with Goa CSR Authority 

for Promising Partnership 

April 25, 2024: In a dynamic move towards fostering collaboration, Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya 

Bagchi, DG (I/c)  and Prof. BVN 

Sachendra , Dean of Training 

Programmes(SDP) at ASCI, 

convened with Dr. M B Gururaj, 

Principal Advisor of the Goa CSR 

Authority. This pivotal meeting, 

builds on an initial dialogue 

between Director General(i/c) Dr. 

Bagchi, Sri. Pramod Sawant, 

Honourable Chief Minister of Goa, 

and Dr. Gururaj in February 2024. 

The aim was to explore synergistic 

opportunities between the 

Government of Goa and the 

Administrative Staff College of 

India (ASCI). The conversations 

were highly productive, illuminating 

the promising potential for a mutually advantageous partnership 
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ASCI Delegation Visits State Bank Staff College to Explore 

Collaborative Opportunities 

February 7, 2024: A delegation from the Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI), led by 

Director General (i/c) Prof.(Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, alongside Prof. Sachendra BVN, Dean of 

Training Programmes (SDP), and   

Prof.(Dr.) Subodh Kandamuthan, 

Dean of Training Programs for 

Long Duration Programs, visited 

the State Bank Staff College in 

Hyderabad. 

The ASCI team experienced first-

hand the State Bank Staff 

College's dynamic learning 

environment and cutting-edge 

facilities. During their visit, State 

Bank Staff College Director Mr. 

Prakash Chandra Baror and his 

team engaged in productive 

discussions with the ASCI 

delegation. The dialogue focused 

on various training methodologies, 

curriculum enhancements, and strategies to foster continuous professional development. 

This enriching exchange of ideas and best practices has laid the groundwork for potential 

collaborations and partnerships in the future, aiming to elevate the standards of professional 

training and development in the banking sector. 

 

ASCI DG (i/c) Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi Addresses Innovative 

Practices at CIPS Awards Event 

January 19, 2024: Dr. 

Nirmalya Bagchi, Director 

General(i/c) of ASCI and 

Chairman of the Steering 

Committee at CIPS, 

addressed the gathering 

at the Awarding 

Innovations in Public 

Systems 2023 event. This 

event, organized by the 

Centre for Innovations in Public Systems (CIPS), recognized innovative practices in the North-

Eastern States, Union Territories, and Hill States of India. The Administrative Staff College of 

India (ASCI) served as the Knowledge Partner for this initiative. 



                                                                                                                Bella Vista Times 
 BELLA VISTA TIMES      (Volume 08)           June 2024   
 
                

  

 

31 

Driving Sustainability: ASCI's Collaboration with Volvo CE in 

Mining Industry 

Apr 15, 2024: The Centre for Energy Studies (CES) at the Administrative Staff College of India 

(ASCI) proudly continues its journey towards responsible mining and sustainability through 

strategic collaborations. Recently, ASCI engaged in 

discussions with Volvo Construction Equipment (Volvo 

CE), Bangalore, a key player in driving sustainable 

energy transitions in mining. 

Volvo CE's innovative steps, strategic pathways, and 

cutting-edge technological advancements inspire 

stakeholders to achieve new heights in sustainability. 

As a proud member of the WWF Climate Savers, Volvo 

CE champions industry-wide change, aligning with 

ASCI's commitment to spearheading advanced 

electrification pathways and cleaner fuel solutions in 

mining. 

Led by Prof. Rajkiran and Prof. Amartya Awasthi, ASCI's interaction with Mr. Yuvraj Sarda, 

Head of Business Development at Volvo CE India Pvt. Ltd. and Co-Convenor at ICEEMA, 

explored potential collaborative ventures in policy advocacy, research, and implementation, 

particularly in the Construction, Excavation & Mining Equipment sectors. 

ASCI looks forward to closely collaborating with Volvo Construction Equipment and other 

stakeholders to drive innovation and sustainability in the mining industry. 

 

New Centres Created: 
Following two new centres have been created 

➢ January 2024: Centre for Futuristic Policing and Security Studies (created on an 

experimental basis for one year). Mr. Santosh Mehra, IPS, (Retd) former DGP, AP has 

been appointed as Professor of Practice to lead this Centre. 

 

➢ April 2024: Centre for National Security Studies & India’s Foreign Relations 

(created on an experimental basis for one year). Dr. Ramesh Kanneganti, Founder & 

Executive Director, Centre for Human Security Studies has been appointed as Professor 

of Practice to lead this Centre 
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Events  
July 19, 2023: Reflections on Governance: Panel Discussion 

Inspired by "As Good as My Word" 

A thought-provoking panel discussion was 

held, inspired by the book "As Good as My 

Word" by Sri K M Chandrasekhar, former 

Cabinet Secretary, Government of India. It 

attracted a distinguished audience eager to 

delve into insights on governance. 

The esteemed panel featured Sri K M 

Chandrasekhar, IAS (Retd), author and 

former Cabinet Secretary; Sri K 

Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd), Chairman, 

Court of Governors, ASCI, and former Home 

Secretary; Dr. Shantha Sinha, former 

Chairperson, National Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights; and Dr. Jaya 

Prakash Narayana, IAS (Retd), Founder of 

the Foundation for Democratic Reforms.                   Sri K M Chandrasekhar, IAS (Retd) 

 

Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi, DG 

(i/c) of ASCI, welcomed and 

introduced the distinguished 

guests, setting the stage for 

a rich dialogue.                                               

Moderating the discussion 

was Sri K Padmanabhaiah, 

who guided the conversation 

through the book's themes 

and beyond.Sri K M 

Chandrasekhar shared his 

extensive experience in civil 

service, emphasizing  the 

vast opportunities and the 

importance of risk-taking in  

(L-R):Dr. Jaya Prakash Narayana, Sri K Padmanabhaiah, Sri K Chandrasekhar & Dr. Shantha Sinha   

achieving success. He highlighted teamwork and leadership as key to   accomplishments in 

public service.   

"As Good as My Word" provides a candid account of Sri Chandrasekhar's journey, offering 

insights into Indian politics and bureaucracy. The book discusses democracy, decentralization, 

corruption, and institution-building, reflecting on both triumphs and setbacks. 
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During the discussion, Sri Chandrasekhar expressed concerns about the Comptroller and 

Auditor-General's (CAG) role, warning against policy paralysis caused by a focus on "fault-

finding" and "presumptive losses." He cautioned that the credibility of the CAG could be 

undermined by the high publicity given to dramatic findings. 

The panelists explored critical governance issues. Sri Chandrasekhar underscored the 

importance of the Result Framework Document in achieving outcomes and praised India's 

constitutional framework and democracy, calling it the "Steel Frame" of the nation. 

Sri K Padmanabhaiah highlighted the successful implementation of the Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) system during his tenure, which revitalized various Public Sector 

Undertakings. He referenced Telangana Chief Minister Sri K Chandrasekhar Rao's query on 

local versus central control of the Grameen Sadak Yojana. 

Dr. Jaya Prakash Narayana discussed systemic failures in Indian governance, pointing to 

excessive centralization and the need for electoral reforms to mitigate the influence of money 

and power in politics. He expressed 

concerns about democracy being 

reduced to mere electoral exercises. 

Dr. Shantha Sinha read excerpts 

from "As Good as My Word," 

emphasizing the role of civil servants 

in sustaining democracy. Her 

readings highlighted the book's 

exploration of governance challenges 

and successes. 

The event concluded with an 

interactive Q&A session, where 

panellists addressed audience 

questions. Sri. Padmanabhaiah presented mementos to Sri Chandrasekhar, Dr. Jaya Prakash 

Narayana, and Dr. Shantha Sinha as tokens of appreciation. Dr. Subodh Kandamuthan 

delivered the vote of thanks, expressing gratitude to the panellists, attendees, and organizers 

for their contributions, making the event a resounding success. 
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ASCI Honors Educational Achievements of Employees’ Children 

with Grand Event and Incentive Awards 

July 02, 2023: ASCI reiterated its commitment to supporting the educational needs of its 

employees’ children. Continuing its long-standing tradition established in the year 1983, ASCI 

organized a grand event at its Bella Vista campus on Sunday to recognize and encourage the 

achievements of the children of its employees through the Educational Cash Incentive Awards. 

The event was graced by the esteemed presence of ASCI Chairman K. Padmanabhaiah, a 

former Union Home Secretary, who emphasized the importance of providing quality education 

for the nation's development in his address. Chairman Sri Padmanabhaiah shared valuable 

advice with the children, urging them to prioritize their health and cleanliness, engage in 

sports and games, develop hobbies such as singing, playing instruments, and exploring 

creative pursuits, and make efficient use of their time by avoiding excessive use of mobile 

phones and social media. He also encouraged parents to identify and nurture their children's 

true interests, as their passions could pave the way for excellence in diverse fields, including 

sports. 

Distinguished guests, including Mrs. K. Satyawathi (Chairman's spouse), Vice-Chairman Mr. 

Richard Saldanha and Mrs. Saldanha, Director General (i/c) Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, and 

the Deans of Training Programmes (Long and Short Duration Programmes) and Research 

Studies, Prof. Sachendra, Prof. (Dr.) Subodh Kandamuthan, and Prof. (Dr.) Vallimanickam, 

joined in acknowledging the academic excellence of the students by presenting them with cash 

prizes. 

The ASCI Employees Union, represented by President Mr. Hariharan, Vice-President Mr. Renu 

Prakash, and General Secretary Mr Md. Hassan, expressed their appreciation for the 

management's unwavering commitment to uplifting the employees' families. Mr. M. Balaraju, 

the Secretary of the Children's Educational Incentive Scheme, shared that a total of 108 



                                                                                                                Bella Vista Times 
 BELLA VISTA TIMES      (Volume 08)           June 2024   
 
                

  

 

35 

children from LKG to MA levels received cash incentives in recognition of their outstanding 

academic performance. 

Adding to the joyous occasion, a captivating magic show by Ali enthralled the children, 

parents, and esteemed guests in attendance. The event culminated with a community feast, 

fostering a sense of camaraderie and celebration among all participants.  

ASCI's initiative to support the educational endeavours of employees' children reflects its 

unwavering dedication to nurturing talent and ensuring a brighter future for the next 

generation. 

Chairman, Vice Chairman, Director General(I/c), Deans, Registrar and others with children 

By encouraging and recognizing academic excellence, ASCI remains committed to its mission 

of developing exceptional leaders and managers who will contribute to the nation's progress. 

 

ASCI Public Lecture  

“Transforming Lives through Education: The KIIT and KISS Story” 

by Dr. Achyuta Samanta, Founder KIIT & KISS 

September 14, 2023: Dr. Achyuta Samanta, a visionary Educationist, Philanthropist, and 

Social Worker, has left an indelible mark on the landscape of education in India. As the 

Founder and Mentor of Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (KIIT) and Kalinga Institute 

of Social Sciences (KISS), Dr. Samanta's efforts have garnered international acclaim. He also 

leads the KISS Foundation, which operates in India, the United Kingdom, and the United 

States, and serves as a Member of Parliament in the Lok Sabha (till June 2024). 
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Dr. Achyuta Samanta delivered an inspiring lecture at the Bella Vista Campus of the 

Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI). His talk, entitled "Transforming Lives through 

Education: The KIIT and KISS Story," was a highlight of the ASCI Public Lecture Series. 

Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi, Director General(i/c) of ASCI, extended a warm welcome to Dr. Samanta, 

while Sri K. Padamanabhaiah, IAS (Retd), Chairman of ASCI, delivered the opening remarks.     

In his engaging address, Dr. Samanta shared his life's mission of educating the masses, 

particularly those from tribal regions of Odisha. Through compelling videos, he showcased 

initiatives such as prayer sessions, the Art of Giving, and "AS with AB," illustrating how these 

efforts have transformed countless lives. 

 Dr. Samanta's journey from Kalarabanka, Odisha, where he was raised in extreme poverty 

with seven siblings and a widowed mother, is both poignant and inspiring. After losing his 

father in a train accident at the age of four, he faced numerous hardships but remained 

determined to pursue his education, eventually earning a Master's degree. 

In 1992, while working 

as a Chemistry 

Lecturer, he founded a 

modest polytechnic 

institution with just 

$100. This small 

industrial training 

institution eventually 

grew into the globally 

renowned KIIT, which 

attained university 

status in 2004. In the 

same year, he 

established KISS to 

provide free education 

to indigenous children,  

L-R: Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, Sri K Padmanabhaiah & Dr. Achyuta Samanta      

breaking down socio-economic barriers. Dr. Samanta believes that "Positivity is the best way 

to sustainable success." His relentless commitment to providing quality education to deprived 

children is akin to granting sight to the blind. His life's work has inspired millions, and through 

his flagship programs like the Art of Giving, Kanya Kiran, and Education for All, he envisions a 

world characterized by peace and happiness. 

Living a simple life in a two-room apartment in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, without any personal 

land or property, Dr. Samanta's selflessness is a testament to his dedication. He remains 

single, fully devoted to his mission. 

Dr. Samanta's mantra, "Poverty creates illiteracy. Literacy eradicates poverty," drives his 

efforts. Today, KIIT stands as an Institution of Eminence, globally recognized for its 

commitment to professional education, with 40,000 students from India and 65 countries 

worldwide. KISS has grown to become the largest tribal education institution, with 30,000 
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students at its Bhubaneswar Campus, a robust alumni network of over 40,000, and an 

additional 10,000 students served through satellite centers across Odisha. 

Dr. Achyuta Samanta's life story and his tireless pursuit of educational equity continue to 

inspire and pave the way toward a brighter, more inclusive future for all. 

 

ASCI conducted an impact assessment of various KISS programs over the past year 

and performed a 

thorough review of 

multiple functions 

within the institute. 

Expressing confidence in 

KISS, ASCI presented a 

detailed report to Dr. 

Achyuta Samanta, 

Founder of KIIT and 

KISS, at its premises in 

Hyderabad. 
            (L-R): Sri K Padmanabhaiah, Dr. Samanta and Prof.(Dr.)Bagchi   

 

 

Sri Anjani Kumar, IPS, Director General of Police, Telangana, 

Delivers Prof S Venugopal Rao Memorial Oration 

September 22, 2023: Sri 

Anjani Kumar, IPS, the Director 

General of Police for the 

Government of Telangana, 

delivered an insightful address at 

the annual Prof S Venugopal 

Rao Memorial Oration, 

endowed by the Prof S 

Venugopal Rao Memorial 

Charitable Trust. The event, 

organized by the Administrative 

Staff College of India (ASCI), 

took place at ASCI's Bella Vista 

Campus. 

Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, 

Director General (i/c) of ASCI, welcomed the attendees and introduced the distinguished 

speaker, while Sri K. Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd), Chairman of the Court of Governors, ASCI, 

provided the opening remarks. 
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In his oration titled "Policing in a 

Changing Society: Challenges at 

Various Levels". Sri. AnjaniKumar 

highlighted the evolving challenges faced 

by modern policing in a rapidly changing 

world. He provided examples from various 

countries to illustrate the complex nature of 

law enforcement in the digital age and 

emphasized the importance of societal 

factors in shaping behavior and policing 

practices. 

 

Sri. Kumar discussed specific challenges faced by police forces globally, including incidents in 

London where a significant number of officers were taken off the streets, suspended, or 

reassigned to headquarters. He also referenced challenges faced by the Metropolitan Police in 

the UK and cited statistics from the USA on police shootings and deaths related to police 

violence. In India, he noted that 6,164 criminal cases were registered against police personnel 

in 2021, alongside instances of minor and major misconduct 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                     Sri Anjani Kumar, IPS, DGP, Telangana delivering the Lecture 

 
He emphasized how technological developments have transformed the landscape of policing. 

The rise of the cyber society has erased geographical boundaries, creating new challenges for 

law enforcement as they navigate the fast-changing nature of technology and society. 

Furthermore, Sri Kumar underscored the role of society in regulating behavior. He discussed 

various human instincts—such as fear, size, generalization, and urgency—that influence 

behavior and contribute to policing challenges. 
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 The event was attended 

by a diverse and 

distinguished audience, 

including Sri Mahesh 

Bhagwat, Additional 

Director General of CID, 

and Mr. Gareth Wynn 

Owen, British Deputy 

High Commissioner, 

along with esteemed academicians and other prominent individuals. 

Sri Rajanikanth Surath, Member of the Prof. S Venugopala Rao Memorial Charitable Trust, 

offered the vote of thanks, concluding the memorable event. 

 
 
 

 
 

Breaking Barriers, Building Leaders: Insights from the WIL-H 
Initiative 

 

Panel Discussion: Women in Leadership - Health Sector (WIL-H) initiative in Association with 

Udaiti Foundation, DASRA, and Administrative Staff College of India. 

An impactful event addressing the gender gap in leadership within the health sector was held 

on September 2, 2023, at ASCI, Banjara Hills campus. The Women in Leadership – 

Health 

Sector 

(WIL-H) 

Initiative, 

organized in 

association 

with the 

Udaiti 

Foundation, 

DASRA, 

Catalytic 

Corps, and 

ASCI’s Dr. 

Kakarla 

Subba Rao 

Centre for 

Healthcare 

Management, featured esteemed panelists and participants from across India’s healthcare and 

hospital sectors. 
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Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi, Director General (i/c) of ASCI, opened the session, emphasizing its 

importance and congratulating all involved. Opening remarks were provided by Ms. Shailja 

Mehta of DASRA, Dr. Yamini Atmavilas of the Udaiti Foundation, and Dr. Subodh Kandamuthan 

of ASCI, highlighting the significance of women’s leadership in healthcare. 

Presentations by Ms. Shriya Sethi of McKinsey & Co. and Mr. Angad Bagai and Ms. Devaki of 

the Udaiti Foundation focused on key areas and barriers for women in healthcare leadership 

and offered solutions to accelerate progress. 

Two panel discussions followed: “Learning from Women Leaders' Experiences” and 

“Industry Initiatives to Promote Women’s Leadership: Sector Perspectives.” Both 

sessions featured experienced leaders discussing factors for success, career journeys, and 

initiatives to promote women’s leadership in healthcare. 

The event underscored that gender equity in healthcare leadership goes beyond addressing 

gender imbalance; it creates positive impact and raises awareness about the importance of 

women in leadership roles. 
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Dr. V Chandramowli Memorial Lecture by Dr. Sangita Reddy 

Advocates Health Equity in India's Moonshot 

In a stirring tribute at the Dr. V Chandramowli Memorial Lecture, Dr. Sangita Reddy, the Joint 

Managing Director of Apollo Hospitals Group, a Global Healthcare Influencer, and a prominent 

figure in healthcare, 

delivered a poignant address 

on the urgent need for health 

equity in India. Titled 

"Health Equity - India's 

Moonshot," the lecture 

commenced with a reflection 

on the inception of Apollo 

Hospitals, chronicling the 

hurdles faced by her father, 

Dr. Pratap Reddy, and the 

chairman, in securing 

funding for the hospitals' 

establishment half a century 

ago. 

 

Dr. Sangita Reddy ,  Managing Director of Apollo Hospitals Group 

Dr. Reddy cast a glaring light on a harsh reality: 50% of the world's children suffer from 

undernourishment, with a staggering 51% of India's children facing a similar plight. 

Emphasizing the significance of access to clean drinking water and sanitation, she advocated 

for a paradigm shift in the healthcare narrative, with a renewed focus on advancing health 

equity in the nation. 

Illustrating four pivotal trends propelling health equity forward, Dr. Reddy elucidated: 

• Changing Disease Profile: The transition from infectious to non-communicable 

diseases (NCDs) demands a shift in healthcare strategies. 

• Shifting Point of Care: From traditional hospitals to decentralized avenues like clinics, 

homes, and telehealth, the future of healthcare delivery is evolving. 

• Reducing Cost of Care: Harnessing technology and local manufacturing can 

significantly lower the expenses associated with medical equipment, medicines, and 

consumables. 

• Ubiquitous AI: Integrating AI into healthcare facilitates quality access on a broad 

scale, optimizing clinical resources where they are most needed. 
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The lecture culminated with an 

exploration of Apollo Hospitals' 

groundbreaking Total Health 

program, an integrated 

community development 

initiative aimed at sustainable 

NCD management. With over 

62,000 individuals across 189 

villages benefiting from 

healthcare services, and 1,980 

diabetic and hypertensive 

patients receiving regular follow-

up, the program exemplifies a 

holistic approach to healthcare.              Sri K. Padmanabhaiah, Chairman, ASCI & Dr. Sangita Reddy 

Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi, Director General (I/c) of ASCI, extended a warm welcome and introduced 

Dr. Sangita Reddy. Sri K Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd), Chairman-CoG, ASCI, offered opening 

remarks and presented a token of appreciation to the esteemed speaker. Dr. P 

Nagabhushanam, President of Essential Medical Services, conveyed gratitude in a heartfelt 

vote of thanks, underscoring the significance of Dr. Reddy's visionary insights in shaping the 

future of healthcare equity in India. 

 

 

Anna Wielogorska, Practice Manager (Procurement) for South Asia 

at The World Bank, Inaugurates Training Programmes at ASCI 

February 12, 2024: The Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) proudly commenced its 

85th batch of training on the '2016 Procurement Policy Framework for World Bank Aided 

Projects' along with a new programme on Construction and Infrastructure Project 

Management. The inauguration ceremony, held at ASCI's Bella Vista campus, marked the 

beginning of an intensive two-week program aimed at enhancing the understanding and 

implementation of procurement policies in World Bank aided projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L-R: Prof. Sachendra, Mr. Shankar Lal, Ms. Anna Wielogorska & Mr. Adu Gyamfi Abunyewa 
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Ms. Anna Wielogorska, Practice Manager (Procurement) of The World Bank for the South Asia 

Region, inaugurated the program. The event was also graced by Mr. Shanker Lal and Mr. Adu 

Gyamfi Abunyewa, Lead Procurement Specialists, who brought significant expertise to the 

ceremony. 

Prof. BVN Sachendra, Dean of Short Duration Training Programmes at ASCI, welcomed the 

esteemed guests and participants. He highlighted ASCI's rich 68-year legacy, its extensive 

alumni network of 160,000 Professional, and its history of conducting over a hundred 

programs in public procurement, benefiting about 5,000 participants from 55 countries.                            

In her inaugural address, Ms. Wielogorska underscored the enduring partnership between The 

World Bank and ASCI, which began in 1995 and is the longest-standing collaboration in 

procurement training. She urged participants to leverage the forthcoming comprehensive 

sessions delivered by esteemed faculty. 

 Mr. Shanker Lal emphasized the pivotal role of training in public procurement, particularly 

noting the absence of a dedicated cadre of procurement professionals in India. 

The event concluded with participants sharing brief introductions, fostering networking 

opportunities. Prof. Rutwik Phatak delivered a heartfelt vote of thanks, expressing gratitude to 

all dignitaries, faculty, and participants for their valuable contributions. 

The Director General (in-charge) of ASCI, Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, hosted a special lunch 

for the World Bank dignitaries and the Programme Directors.       

 

One-day workshop "Aarambh: Ideate, Launch, Thrive" Workshop on 

Startups at the College Park Campus  

March 15, 2024: This one-day workshop serves as a catalyst for innovation, learning, and 

collaboration, targeting graduate engineers, postgraduates, professionals, and aspiring 

entrepreneurs with creative business ideas. 

Dr. Ayush Gupta, (Director, HR, GAIL (India) Ltd) delivering the key note address. Sri. S K Bose, CEO, HSSC (Extreme 

left), Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, DG(i/c), ASCI; Dr. Srinivas Rao Mahankali, CEO-T-Hub & Mr. Prakash Chandra 

Baror (Director, State Bank Staff College) 
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The workshop was coordinated by Dr. Karnak Roy and Dr. Mohd Mujahed Ali, featuring a notable 

lineup of industry leaders who shared their insights and experiences with the participants. 

Esteemed guests included Sri. Ayush Gupta (Director, HR, GAIL (India) Ltd), Dr. Srinivas Rao 

Mahankali (CEO, T-Hub), Mr. Prakash Chandra Baror (Director, State Bank Staff College), and 

Sri. S.K. Bose (CEO, Hydrocarbon Sector Skill Council). 

Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, Director General (i/c) of ASCI, inaugurated the event, discussing 

the significance of R&D and innovation management, and the startup ecosystem. He highlighted 

the Bella Vista Innovation Foundation's focus on governance failures and issues in health, 

education, and urban affairs. Dr. Bagchi announced that ASCI’s Innovation Foundation Center 

would offer facilities free of charge to incubators and revealed a new collaboration with T-Hub 

for a four-month program to support aspiring entrepreneurs. 

In his keynote address, Dr. Ayush Gupta emphasized the importance of leveraging the startup 

ecosystem and the evolution of a culture of innovation among today's youth. He shared insights 

on ideation, problem-solving, and the critical aspects of sustainability and scalability for startup 

success. He also spoke about GAIL's initiatives to foster entrepreneurship among employees' 

spouses. 

Dr. Srinivas Rao Mahankali elaborated on the innovation ecosystem built in Telangana over the 

past decade, encouraging participants to become employers rather than job seekers. He outlined 

the support provided by organizations like T-Hub, We-Hub, W-Works, TSIC, RICH, IMAGE, 

Emerging Technology, ITEC&C Dept, TASK, and NCAM. 

Mr. Prakash Chandra Baror provided a banker’s perspective on startups, discussing the genesis 

of Silicon Valley’s entrepreneurial culture and the importance of sustainability in business. He 

highlighted SBI’s startup branch and ecosystem in Gachibowli, Hyderabad. 

Sri. S.K. Bose shared his experiences in market-creating innovation and the importance of 

unique ideas for startups, with examples from HCL, Sony, and Ford Motors. 

Panel Discussions: 

1. Understanding the Startup Ecosystem: Moderated by Dr. Srinivas Rao Mahankali with 

panelists Dr. Satyanarayana Nandury, Dr. Reshmi Pimpale, Mr. Suresh Susurla, and Dr. 

Saya Illa. 

2. Financial and Risk Management for Startups: Moderated by Dr. Dayakar Rao with 

panelists Mr. Meraj Faheem and Mr. Rathnakar Samavedam. 

3. Industry’s Expectations from Startups: Moderated by Dr. Meraj Faheem with 

panelists Mr. Raghuveer Kovuru and Smt. Rama Devi Kanneganti. 

4. Government Support for Startups: Moderated by Dr. B.S. Rama Krishna with panelists 

Dr. Ramjee Pallela and Dr. S. Senthil Vinayagam. 

Key takeaways from Aarambh include understanding the ecosystem for budding startups, 

navigating legal challenges, mastering startup fundamentals, gaining market insights and 

conducting research, managing finances for startups, and building a sustainable business model. 

The workshop concluded with the distribution of certificates to the participants, marking a 

successful day of networking, learning, and inspiration for future entrepreneurs. 
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A Grand Kick-off: PINNACLE '24 Takes ASCI by Storm 

March 21, 2024:  The serene College Park Campus of the Administrative Staff College of 

India (ASCI) in Hyderabad was abuzz with excitement on March 21, 2024, as the much-

anticipated two-day inter-college Management Fest, PINNACLE '24, commenced. The event, 

a flagship initiative of ASCI, is entirely organized by PGDM students and aims to provide a 

comprehensive introduction to ASCI's vibrant campus and academic culture. 

The opening ceremony began with a warm welcome address by Dr. Tanusree Chakraborty, the 

Faculty Coordinator of PINNACLE '24. She set the tone for the event by extending a heartfelt 

greeting to the assembled guests. Following her, Prof.(Dr.) Subodh Kandamuthan, Dean of 

Long Duration Programs at ASCI, offered a brief yet insightful overview of PINNACLE. Prof. 

Subodh highlighted that the fest has garnered sponsorship from 20 companies, underscoring 

the event's significant industry backing and the organizational prowess of the PGDM students. 

Prof. B VN Sachendra, Dean of ASCI, then extended his best wishes to the students, 

applauding their efforts and wishing them success in their future endeavors. The inaugural 

address was delivered by Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, Director General (I/c) of ASCI and 

Director CMS. Dr. Bagchi lauded the PGDM students for their intellectual contributions and 

encouraged all participants to engage enthusiastically in the fest's activities. He expressed his 

pride in the students' ability to secure sponsorships, a testament to their skills in event 

management. Dr. Bagchi also noted the academic contributions of ASCI PGDM students to 

various journals and shared an inspiring anecdote about a former participant of PINNACLE '23 

who is now a proud member of the ASCI PGDM community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Sachndra, Mr. Vinod Kolluri, Prof.(Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, Prof.(Dr.) Subodh Kandamuthan & Dr. Tanusree 

A ceremonial lamp lighting followed Prof.(Dr.) Bagchi's address, with key dignitaries including 

Prof.  Nirmalya Bagchi, Prof. Sachendra, Dr. Subodh, Dr. Tanusree, and Mr. Vinod Kolluri, 

Director of Cloud Engineering at Oracle, Hyderabad, participating. This act symbolized the 

enlightenment and knowledge that PINNACLE '24 aims to impart. 
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The corporate sector was represented by Dr. Vinod Kolluri, who delivered a special address. 

Dr. Kolluri captivated the audience with a riddle and a joke before sharing his professional 

journey from a BTech graduate to a Director at Oracle. He urged participants to avoid 

comparisons with others and to accept life's inevitable ups and downs. Dr. Kolluri shared his 

own experiences of overcoming initial apprehensions in a managerial role, thanks to his 

supportive manager. His speech emphasized the importance of dreaming big, celebrating small 

wins, establishing routines, and practicing self-discipline. He recommended "Atomic Habits" by 

James Clear as a valuable 

read and highlighted the 

importance of self-love 

and personal growth. 

Adding to the day's 

significance, the inaugural 

event also saw the 

release of the first issue 

of the newsletter "ASCI 

PGDM Chronicle." After 

a rejuvenating lunch 

break, the campus buzzed 

with activity as students 

participated in a variety  

                                                                        Release of newsletter "ASCI PGDM Chronicle” 

of competitions, including Reel Making, Branding & Advertisement, Business Quiz, Case Study, 

T-shirt painting, and Cultural Competitions. 

PINNACLE '24 has set a high bar for inter-college fests, combining academic rigor with vibrant 

cultural activities, and promising an enriching experience for all its participants. As the event 

progresses, it continues to embody the spirit of innovation, collaboration, and excellence that 

ASCI stands for. 
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Convocation Ceremony for PGDM Batch III and PGDM (Hospital 

Management) Batch XVI at ASCI Hyderabad 

ASCI celebrated its convocation ceremony with grandeur on January 17, 2024, at 11 a.m. The 

event, held at the College Park Campus, honored the graduates of PGDM Batch III and 

PGDM (Hospital Management) Batch XVI. 

 

A total of 67 students received their Post Graduate Diplomas during the ceremony. The chief 

guest, Sri Anil Swarup, IAS (Retd), Former Education Secretary, Government of India, 

delivered an inspiring convocation address, distributed certificates, and presented special 

medals and awards. 

The ceremony commenced with a welcome address by Prof. (Dr.) 

Nirmalya Bagchi,  Director General (i/c) of ASCI. This was 

followed by a special address from Sri K. Padmanabhaiah, IAS 

(Retd), Chairman of 

ASCI. Prof. (Dr.) Subodh 

Kandamuthan, Dean of 

Training Programmes 

(Long Duration 

Programmes) & Director 

of the Dr. Kakarla Subba 

Rao Centre for Health 

Care Management, administered the Management 

Oath to the graduating students. 

In his convocation address, Sri. Anil Swarup shared 

his extensive experience in government service, 

highlighting how he navigated various challenges to 
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achieve success. He emphasized the importance of communication skills and effectively 

presenting ideas. Swarup stressed the need to focus on controllable aspects of life and 

advocated for self-improvement as a precursor to contributing to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Prof.(Dr.) Suobdh Kandamuthan, Prof.(Dr.)Nirmalya Bagchi, Sri Anil Swarup, & Sri K Padmanabhaiah 

 

"Successful people focus entirely on themselves and don’t search for faults in others. To serve 

and contribute to others, one must first do so for themselves. The journey has to begin with 

you," he emphasized. Swarup advised graduates to learn from the past without dwelling on it 

and to concentrate on the present. He underscored 

the importance of trusting others to facilitate effective 

delegation and encouraged viewing failures as 

learning opportunities. 

The academic achievements were celebrated with 

the presentation of medals. Ms. Gona Sadvitha 

received the Gold Medal, Ms. Muskan Motwani 

secured the second position, and Mr. Abhinav 

achieved third place from PGDM Batch III. From 

PGDM (Hospital Management) Batch XVI, Dr. 

Sanjana Rao Cheeti received the Dr. Kakarla Subba 

Rao Gold Medal as the overall topper and the Mrs. 

Saroj Jalal Medal as the top female student. Dr. 

Yajuvenndra Dangoria received the Dr. C. P. 

Karpagam Gold Medal for second place, and Dr. 

Gangari Nisha secured the third place. 

The ceremony concluded with Sri. K. Padmanabhaiah (Chairman-ASCI) presenting a memento 

to Sri. Anil Swarup, followed by the National Anthem. 



                                                                                                                Bella Vista Times 
 BELLA VISTA TIMES      (Volume 08)           June 2024   
 
                

  

 

49 

A few photographs from the event: 

 

Ms. Gona Sadvitha, PGDM Gold medalist, receiving the certificate from Sri Anil Swarup. Also seen in the picture are 

ASCI Chairman Sri Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Rtd), and Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi, DG (i/c). 
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  PGDM- 2nd Topper Ms. Muskan Motwani, and 3rd topper, Mr. Abhinav, receiving certificates from Sri. Anil Swarup, 

IAS(Retd) 

 

  PGDM(HM)- Dr. Sanjana Rao Cheeti receiving the Dr. Kakarla Subba Rao Gold Medal & Mrs. Saroj Jalal Medal as the 

top female  student from ASCI Chairman Sri. K Padmanabhaih,   IAS (Retd) and the certificate from Sri Anil 

Swarup, IAS (Retd)  

     PGDM(HM)- Dr. Yajuvenndra Dangoria received the Dr. C. P. Karpagam Gold Medal for second place, and Dr. 

Gangari Nisha  secured the third place 
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Director General (i/c)’s visits and Meetings: 

 06 Jul 2023: Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, Director General 

(i/c), had the pleasure of meeting Prof. Stefano Caselli, the 

Dean of SDA Bocconi School of Management, along with 

Prof. Olga Annushkina, Giacomo Corti, and Maria Barios at 

the SDA Bocconi Milan campus.  

 

 

 

 

Dec 13, 2023: ASCI Director General (i/c), Prof. (Dr.) 

Nirmalya Bagchi, graced the CII Cost Congress as the Guest 

of Honor, delivered an insightful add  ress on fostering a 

transformative mindset and prioritizing holistic strategies. 

Emphasizing the importance of collaboration between the 

government and industry, Prof. Bagchi highlighted the 

potential for certain regions to emerge as hotspots of 

competitive advantage.    

According to him, "Strategic cooperation between government 

and industry can unlock the full potential of specific regions, 
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catalyzing economic growth and prosperity. Key areas deserving attention include 

comprehensive skill development initiatives for the labor force, fostering the 

development of industrial clusters and townships, promoting innovation through 

conducive policy frameworks, harnessing the potential of digitalization and AI, and 

scaling up manufacturing operations."  

Prof. Bagchi's remarks underscored the imperative for concerted efforts and strategic 

interventions to propel India towards sustainable economic development and global 

competitiveness. 

 October 24, 2023, Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, DG(i/c) of 

ASCI, delivered a lecture titled "India and its 

Governance" to civil servants in Jeonju city, South 

Korea. This distinguished invitation came from the Local 

Government Officials Development Institute (LOGODI), 

reflecting the growing interest in understanding India's 

governance model.  

Dr. Bagchi remarked on the significant interest among 

South Korean officials to delve deeper into India's 

governance practices, highlighting the mutual learning 

opportunities between the two nations  
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MoUs Signed 
 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Foreign Exchange 

Dealers’ Association of India (FEDAI) and Administrative Staff 

College of India (ASCI) 

July 25, 2023: The Foreign Exchange Dealers' Association of India (FEDAI) and the 

Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU) to collaborate on initiatives aimed at developing managerial skills among professionals 

in banking, finance, and the corporate world.  

The MoU aims to design training programs, conduct seminars and conferences, undertake 

research, and share faculty resources, focusing on Financial Markets, International Trade, 

Foreign Exchange, and Treasury. The MoU will remain in force for three years, with the 

possibility of renewal for an additional three years or any mutually agreed period through an 

addendum.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L-R: 

Mr Ramshirish, Dr Valli, Prof Sachendra, Dr O P Singh, Dr Nirmalya  Bagchi, Mr. Ashwani Sindhwani, Mr Srinivasa 

Panigrahi & Mr Venkat Chalasani 

The signing ceremony was attended by various officials, including Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi, 

Director General(i/c) of ASCI, and Mr. Ashwani Sindhwani, Chief Executive of FEDAI. Sri 

Srinivasa Panigrahi, GM (Forex), SBI; Dr. Valli Manickam, Dean-ASCI; Prof. Sachendra, Dean-

ASCI; Dr. Ompal Singh, Registrar-ASCI; Mr. Venkat Chalasani, ASCI; and Mr. Ramshirish, 

Editor-ASCI, were also present during the event. 
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Fueling Progress: ASCI and HSCC Join Forces for Hydrocarbon 

Sector Development 

August 18, 2023: marked a significant milestone as a Memorandum of Association (MoA) 

was executed between the Hydrocarbon Sector Skill Council (HSCC), Noida, and the 

Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI), Hyderabad. 

The MoA, signed by Mr. SK Bose, Chief Executive Officer of HSCC, and Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya 

Bagchi, Director General (i/c) of ASCI, signifies a strategic alliance aimed at advancing skill 

development within the Indian Hydrocarbon Sector. 

The primary objective of HSCC is to spearhead activities for skill development in the Indian 

Hydrocarbon Sector, ensuring a well-trained workforce across the entire value chain, both in 

terms of quantity and quality, to meet evolving industry demands. 

This collaboration seeks to empower the hydrocarbon workforce with advanced expertise, 

fostering essential competencies necessary for success in diverse industry roles. By leveraging 

e-learning modules, the partnership aims to establish a broad and inclusive ecosystem for 

upskilling individuals within the hydrocarbon sector, transcending geographical barriers. 

ASCI and HSCC are committed to jointly developing industry-relevant training content and 

curriculum tailored to the specific skill requirements of the Oil & Gas Industries in India. They 

will collaborate on various initiatives including: 

Developing skill development programs & curriculum 

• Knowledge sharing 

• Establishing a large-scale learning ecosystem 

• Offering upskilling opportunities for fresh entrants 

• Exploring and implementing effective corporate and on-site bridge training programs 

• Offering specialized programs through joint efforts to upskill and reskill professionals in 

the hydrocarbon industry 

The duration of the MoA is one year and may be amended by mutual consent depending on 

various schemes and guidelines. Automatic renewal for successive one-year periods is 

assumed unless either party provides a written notice of termination at least six months before 

expiry. 

This partnership embodies a shared commitment to driving innovation and excellence in the 

hydrocarbon sector, laying the foundation for sustainable growth and development. Together, 

ASCI and HSCC are poised to shape the future of the industry, ensuring a skilled and 

adaptable workforce ready to meet the challenges of tomorrow. 
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ASCI and NEN Join Forces to Foster Entrepreneurship 

August 23, 2024:  A transformative partnership was forged as the Administrative Staff 

College of India (ASCI), Hyderabad, and the National Entrepreneurship Network (NEN), 

Bengaluru, formalized a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on August 23, 2024. This 

historic agreement signifies a commitment to drive innovation and entrepreneurship to new 

heights. 

The MoU is valid for 3 years from the date of execution or completion of the Program 

activities. Renewal of the MoU is possible by providing the other Party with prior written notice 

of thirty (30) days and upon mutual agreement of the Parties in writing. The MoU was digitally 

signed by Mr. Sanjay Shah, Chief Operating Officer of the National Entrepreneurship Network 

(NEN), and Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, Director General (i/c) of the Administrative Staff 

College of India (ASCI). 

The main objectives of this understanding are to empower students with an entrepreneurial 

mindset and business skills leading to superior job prospects, support aspiring entrepreneurs 

with validated ideas to start meaningful ventures, and build institutional capacity to run world-

class entrepreneurship education programs. 

 

The Administrative Staff College of India and Tata Power Delhi 

Distribution Ltd collaborate to revolutionize power sector training 

January 25, 2024: The Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) and Tata Power Delhi 

Distribution Ltd (Tata Power-DDL) have signed a groundbreaking Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU), heralding a new era of collaborative training. 

This collaboration is set to reshape the landscape of capacity building in the power and 

renewable energy sectors, ushering in a new era of innovation and growth.     

During a virtual conference, Mr. 

Praveen Agrawal, Tata Power-DDL's 

Chief Human Resources & 

Information Security Officer, 

overseeing Social Impact Group, 

Facility Management & Health 

Services, and Dr. Ompal Singh, 

ASCI's Registrar & Secretary (I/C), 

ceremonially sealed the partnership, 

heralding the commencement of a 

transformative era in skill 

development. 

                                                                             (L to R): Mr. Praveen Agrawal (Tata Power), and Dr. OP Singh,  &  

                                                                              Prof. Rajkiran of ASCI 
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Speaking on the alliance, Prof. Rajkiran Bilolikar, Director of the Centre for Energy Studies at 

ASCI, expressed his enthusiasm, stating, "We are thrilled to embark on this collaborative 

journey with Tata Power-DDL, with the aim of co-creating and delivering impactful training and 

skill development courses in the dynamic power sector. By leveraging ASCI’s Centre for 

Energy Studies’ expertise in capacity-building and leadership training, combined with Tata 

Power-DDL’s technical prowess, we envision a synergy that will empower professionals in the 

power sector, both domestically and internationally. This MoU underscores our dedication to 

advancing knowledge, fostering innovation, and meeting the evolving needs of the industry." 

Echoing this sentiment, Mr. Praveen Agrawal of Tata Power-DDL remarked, "Our strategic 

collaboration with the Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) marks a significant 

milestone in our commitment to enhancing skill development in the power sector. This 

partnership exemplifies Tata Power-DDL's unwavering dedication to nurturing continuous 

learning and expertise within our teams. Through this multifaceted collaboration, we reaffirm 

our commitment to maintaining leadership in innovation and skill enrichment within the 

dynamic field of power distribution." 

 

 

ASCI and KIIT inked an MoU 

Feb 02, 2024: The Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) and the KIIT School of Social, 

Financial & Human Sciences, Bhubaneswar, have signed a Memorandum of Understanding 

(MoU), 

heralding a new 

era of 

collaboration. 

This partnership 

is set to yield 

impactful 

outcomes in the 

fields of social, 

financial, and 

human 

sciences. 

 

 

The MoU was signed by Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, Director General (I/c) of ASCI, and Prof. 

Saranjit Singh, Vice Chancellor of KIIT - Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology in the 

presence of Dr. Jnyana Ranjan Mohanty, Registrar, KIIT and Dr.Ompal Singh, Registrar (i/c), 

ASCI and other officials of KIIT. The ceremony was marked by mutual enthusiasm and a 

shared vision for future collaborations. 
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Advancing Sustainability: ASCI Partners with Kosher Climate India 

February 06, 2024 - The Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) has announced an 

exciting new collaboration with Kosher Climate India (P) Limited (KCPL). This partnership is 

poised to drive innovation and sustainability within both corporate and government sectors, 

marking a significant step towards a sustainable future and growth. An MoU was signed by Dr. 

O P Singh, Registrar of ASCI, and Mr. Vamsi Krishna, Managing Director of KCPL, at the Bella 

Vista Campus of ASCI, Hyderabad, in the presence of Prof. Rajkiran Bilolikar, Mr. Amartya 

Awasthi, and Mr. Pavan Kumar of the Centre for Energy Studies, ASCI. 

A Collaborative Journey 

ASCI and KCPL's joint effort will center on capacity building, training, research, and 

consultancy in critical areas such as Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) criteria, 

Carbon Markets, and Energy Efficiency. These initiatives aim to foster a positive impact on the 

environment and communities, reflecting a shared commitment to sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L-R: Mr. Siddartha, Mr. Amartya Awasthi, Prof. Rajkiran, Dr. OP Singh (ASCI), Mr. Vamsi Krishna (Kosher) &             

Mr. Pavan (ASCI)(extreme right) 

Focus on Key Areas 

The collaboration will focus on: 

• Capacity Building: Enhancing skills and knowledge in sustainability practices. 

• Training: Providing comprehensive training programs on ESG, Carbon Markets, and 

Energy Efficiency. 

• Research: Conducting cutting-edge research to develop innovative solutions. 

• Consultancy: Offering expert advice to implement sustainable practices effectively. 
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Embracing a Sustainable Future 

This partnership highlights ASCI's dedication to promoting sustainability and underscores the 

importance of collaborative efforts in addressing environmental challenges. Both ASCI and 

KCPL are enthusiastic about the opportunities this collaboration brings and are committed to 

making a lasting positive impact. 

The Centre for Energy Studies - ASCI and KCPL are poised to lead the way in sustainable 

development, driving meaningful change and fostering a greener, more sustainable future for 

all. 

Grateful for this partnership and the opportunities it brings. Stay tuned for updates on our 

journey towards a greener and more sustainable future! 
 
 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Lingaya’s Vidyapeeth 

On February 20, 2024, Lingaya’s Vidyapeeth, New Delhi, and the Administrative Staff College 
of India, Hyderabad, entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) at the Bella Vista 

Campus of the Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI), Hyderabad. 

Both institutions have agreed to jointly offer courses in hybrid mode at ASCI’s New Delhi 
Centre, situated in the Qutub Institutional Area. Additionally, they have committed to 

establishing cooperative support teams, each dedicated to devoting adequate resources for the 
joint delivery of both long-term and short-duration programs in hybrid mode, with a focus on 

emerging technologies. Furthermore, the MoU entails the joint conduct of at least one long-
term program. 

Revenue sharing and shared building utilization have also been agreed upon. Both parties 
have pledged to actively recruit students, delegates, and officials from governmental 

departments and Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs). 

This understanding is valid for three years. 

The MoU was signed by Prof. Rajan Vashist on behalf of Lingaya’s Vidyapeeth and Dr. O P 
Singh, Registrar, on behalf of ASCI. 
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ASCI and NISM to collaborate to boost Financial Skills and 
Research 

Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) and National Institute of Securities Markets 

(NISM), a capacity building initiative of SEBI, have signed a Letter of Understanding (LoU) for 

collaboration in the field of financial education and research on June 14, 2024 at the Bella 

Vista Campus of ASCI. 

The LoU  was signed by Dr. OP Singh Registrar ASCI and Dr. Sanjeev Bajaj General Manager 

NISM in the presence of Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi Director General(i/c), ASCI and Prof. (Dr.) 

Subodh Kandamuthan Dean of Training Programs ( Long Duration)  

This partnership aims to strengthen the knowledge and skills of professionals in the financial 

services industry by providing them with relevant training programs and research 

opportunities. Through this MoU, ASCI and NISM will work together towards developing a 

skilled workforce for the evolving needs of the financial sector. This will also help our long 

duration PGDM and PGDM (Hospital Management) students who have interest in Finance 

related subjects 

Prof.(Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, DG(i/c), ASCI, Dr. Sanjeev Bajaj, GM, NISM, Dr. OP Singh and Prof.(Dr.) Subodh  
 

Dr. OP Singh, Registrar(i/c), Prof.(Dr.)Bagchi, Dr. Sanjeev Bajaj, GM, NISM and Prof.(Dr.)Subodh Kandamuthan 
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Joint Events  
 

Pioneering Partnership: ASCI Leads FSSM Initiative in Telangana's 

Sanitation Revolution 

September 12, 2023: The Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) has partnered in 

Behaviour Change Communication (BCC) to spearhead the Faecal Sludge and Septage 

Management (FSSM) initiative in Telangana. Telangana's Municipal Administration and Urban 

Development Department is pursuing digital innovation as part of its efforts to revolutionize 

sanitation services.The launch of the 

FSM app for Khammam & Bhongir, as 

part of the GIZ India Smart Urban 

Sanitation Project, marks a pivotal 

moment in this endeavor.  

Smt Pamela Satpathy, IAS, CDMA, 

unveiled the app, aiming to empower 

citizens with convenient access to 

sanitation services while promoting 

scheduled desludging practices. 

Prof. Srinvas Chary, Director of the 

Centre for Urban Governance, 

Environment, and Infrastructure 

Development at ASCI, expressed gratitude to Mr. Kalvakunta Taraka Rama Rao (KTR), Minister 

for Municipal Administration and Urban Development, for his steadfast dedication to prioritizing 

sanitation and FSSM initiatives aimed at enhancing the livability of urban areas and improving 

public health. 

 
ASCI and SBSC Unite to Deliver Cutting-Edge Training on No-Code 

AI/ML and Business Intelligence 

April 20,  2024: The Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) and the State Bank Staff 

College (SBSC) Hyderabad are joining forces to offer five pioneering programs on "Data Driven 

Decision Making using No-Code AI/ML and Business Intelligence tools" for the financial year 

2024-25. 

This collaboration brings together the strengths of academia and industry, ensuring 

participants receive well-rounded training tailored to the specific needs and challenges of the 

banking sector. 

Through this partnership, attendees will benefit from a unique blend of theoretical knowledge 

and practical insights, empowering them to effectively utilize No-Code AI/ML and Business 
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Intelligence tools to drive innovation and enhance decision-making processes within their 

organizations. 

  

The comprehensive program will cover a range of topics, including: 

• Foundations of No-Code AI and ML 

• No-Code AI and Risk Mitigation 

• Digital Tools 

• Customer Relationship Management (CRM) 

• Data Analytics in Banking 

• Project Presentation 

Participants will gain a deep understanding of No-Code AI tools and ML applications, develop 

hands-on experience in using these tools for relationship management, and utilize ML for 

predictive analytics to anticipate clients' needs. Additionally, they will learn how to leverage 

Business Intelligence AI tools for actionable insights. 

The program aims to equip banking professionals with the skills and knowledge necessary to 
make informed, data-driven decisions, fostering a culture of innovation and efficiency in the 

banking sector. 
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ASCI and Reckitt Benckiser Collaborate to Accelerate SDGs: 

Insights from Mr. Ravi B.'s Visit 

August 02, 2023: The Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) hosted Mr. Ravi B., 

Director of External Affairs & Partnerships AMESA 

at Reckitt Benckiser. Renowned as a thought 

leader in promoting sanitation, health, and 

hygiene, Mr. Ravi is a strong advocate for 

purpose-led business. ASCI's Wash Innovation 

Hub (WIH) is collaborating with Reckitt to 

advance innovations aimed at achieving the 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) ahead of 

schedule. Prof. V. Srinivas Chary, Director of the 

Centre for Environment, Urban Governance & 

Infrastructure Development (CEUG&ID) at ASCI, 

expressed gratitude to Mr. Ravi B. for his support 

and for sharing his valuable experiences and insights. 

 
Forging a Path to Sustainability: ASCI and NRDC Lead Roundtable 

on Cool Roof Implementation in Andhra Pradesh 

July 26, 2023: The Centre for Energy Studies (CES) at the Administrative Staff College of 

India (ASCI), in partnership with the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), continues to 

advance sustainable energy solutions. A significant milestone in this journey was the 

roundtable conference on the 'Large Scale Implementation of Cool Roofs' held at Hotel 

Vivanta, Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh. 

The event saw the esteemed 

presence of dignitaries from 

the Directorate of Town and 

Country Planning (DTCP), 

Andhra Pradesh State 

Energy Conservation Mission 

(APSECM), and the New and 

Renewable Energy 

Development Corporation of 

Andhra Pradesh (NREDCAP). 

It also brought together 

Cool Roof manufacturers, members of the Confederation of Real Estate Developers' 

Associations of India (CREDAI) National Vijayawada Chapter, real estate developers, and other 

key stakeholders. 

The discussions were highly productive, yielding invaluable insights that will form the 

cornerstone of a comprehensive Cool Roof Policy. These contributions are crucial as we strive 

to implement sustainable and cool roofing solutions in the region. 
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Looking ahead, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to all participants for their expertise and 

commitment. The success of this initial stakeholder discussion sets a promising foundation for 

the collaborative efforts needed to shape an effective Cool Roof Policy 

 

Launch of four-month programme on Innovation & 

Entrepreneurship Management, jointly with T-Hub  

A joint four certificate from ASCI and T-Hub will be issued to the successful participants. 

The 4th month Hybrid program content includes developing a founder's mindset, validating 

ideas, applying design thinking, and MVP development. It also covers marketing, achieving 

product-market fit, go-to-market strategies, supply chain management, and operation 

management. Additionally, the program focuses on people and culture, business analytics, 

financial management, venture capital and startup financing, project management, industry 

interface, and culminates in the Innovation Lab-Capstone. 

The program output includes gaining skills in innovation and entrepreneurship management, 

accessing a wide industry network and incubation centers, and receiving post-program 

mentoring and support from ASCI. Participants will also enjoy privileged access to T-Hub’s 

flagship program and infrastructural support through ASCI’s Incubation Centre. 

 Release of the brochure of the programme. Photo (L-R): Dr. Karnak Roy, Sri. SK Bose, Dr. Mujahed Ali, Sri. Ayush  

Gupta, Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi,  Dr. Sri.nivas  Rao Mahankali& Mr. Prakash Chandra Baror(Extreme Right) and others   

from T-Hub 
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Celebrating Excellence in Public Service: CIPS Awards 2023 

On January 19, 2024: the Centre for Innovation in Public Systems (CIPS), an autonomous 

Centre of Administrative Staff College of India (ACSI) hosted the inaugural CIPS Awards in 

Shillong, aimed at recognizing innovators and promoting inclusive innovations across 

the Northeast Indian States, Union Territories, and Hill States in Education, Health, 

Information Technology, and Rural Development. The event was organized in collaboration 

with the Government Innovation Lab (GIL) and the Administrative Staff College of India 

(ASCI).        

 Chief Minister’s Perspective 

Meghalaya Chief Minister Sri. Conrad K Sangma, as 

Chief Guest, praised collaborative efforts that led to 

innovative practices in various sectors. He stressed the 

importance of diagnosing local challenges and 

streamlining processes for collective progress. 

Photo: Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, DG(i/c), ASCI, presenting a 

memento to Sri. Conrad K Sangma                                

 

Insights from Keynote Speakers 

The Guest of Honour, Dr. Paul, Member of NITI Aayog, emphasized 

the urgency of enhancing government-run hospitals and commended 

Meghalaya’s initiatives in public system innovation. He highlighted 

the competitive federalism aspect and advocated for robust health 

systems.   

Dr. V K Paul 

The day long programme was inaugurated virtually by Mr. V 

Srinivas, IAS, Secretary, Department of Administrative Reforms and 

Public Grievances, Government of India as Guest of Honour. He 

highlighted the various efforts by the Government of India to foster 

innovation and administrative reforms, setting the tone for a day 

dedicated to celebrating and encouraging innovative public service.   
Sri. V Srinivas 

Showcasing Innovations 

Sampath Kumar, IAS, Development Commissioner & Principal Secretary, Health & Family 

Welfare Department, Government of Meghalaya, outlined Meghalaya’s State Capability 

Enhancement Approach. He emphasized a comprehensive 5-pillar framework aimed at building 

local leadership, utilizing data effectively, and strengthening citizen-state relationships, 

resulting in a significant reduction in maternal mortality. 
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Acknowledgments and Future Directions 

Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, Chairman of CIPS Steering Committee & Director General (I/c), 
ASCI, applauded Dr. Valli Manickam, Director of CIPS, and their teams for the event’s success. 

The ceremony underscored a collective commitment to innovation and excellence in public 
service. 

Special thanks were extended to key figures like Dr. PV Ramesh (IAS Retd.), for his guidance, 
and Smt. Anjali Hazarika for her inspirational contributions. Sri K Padmanabhaiah (IAS Retd.), 

Chairman of ASCI, was recognized for his leadership. 

Awardees with the Hon'ble Chief Minister of Meghalaya Sri. Conrad K Sangma 

Looking Ahead 

The CIPS Awards 2023 not only celebrated individual achievements but also reinforced efforts 

to foster a culture of innovation within public systems. The release of “Celebrating Inclusive 

Innovations” marked the event’s commitment to ongoing knowledge-sharing and replication 

of transformative practices. 

Unveiling 'Celebrating Inclusive Innovations' book at the prestigious CIPS Awards Ceremony! 
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Dr. Anjali Hazarika, Member, Advisory Council, CIPS, discussed the genesis of the CIPS Award 
Scheme. The 13th Finance Commission’s recommendations led to the creation of CIPS to 
identify, replicate, and promote innovations in public systems. Dr. PV Ramesh, Retd, IAS, 

Chairperson, Awards Committee, praised ASCI and CIPS as catalysts to bridge the gap 
between innovative practices and knowledge-sharing. 

Panel Discussions and Insights 

Panel discussions on Health, Information Technology, Education, and Rural Development 

sectors provided valuable insights into sector-specific innovations and challenges, enriching 

the discourse on public service improvements.   

Cultural Finale 

The event concluded with a vibrant Khasi folk dance performance, symbolizing unity and 
celebration of inclusive innovations in the public sector. 

Call to Action 

The event concluded with a Khasi folk dance performance and a vote of thanks by Dr. Valli 

Manickam, Director CIPS & Dean of Research and Management Studies, ASCI, Hyderabad. The 
inaugural awards ceremony celebrated inclusive innovations, providing a platform to recognize 
and replicate transformative practices in the public sector. 

Nominations for the CIPS Awards 2024 are now open, inviting continued participation in 
identifying and promoting innovative practices that drive effective governance and service 
delivery. 

About CIPS 

The Centre for Innovations in Public Systems (CIPS) was setup at ASCI, Hyderabad, as per the 

recommendations of the 13th Finance Commissions (13th FC) “to catalyze innovative 
changes in both the culture and structure of governance in various states”. CIPS 
contributes significantly to a country’s economic growth and overall well-being by improving 

the quality and reach of public services and reducing the cost of delivery. The mandate of CIPS 
is to promote innovation in public services and encourage innovations and dedicated to provide 

a platform for the emergence and cross-fertilization of innovative ideas by identifying, 
recognizing, promoting, and replicating innovations in public systems. 
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Celebrations 
 
ASCI Celebrates 67th Foundation Day with a Focus on Sustainable 

Future 

The Administrative Staff College of India (ASCI) marked its 67th Foundation Day with a grand 

celebration on December 12, 2023, at its Bella Vista Campus. The event was highlighted by a 

keynote lecture on "Low Carbon Economy – Disruptions and Actions," delivered by      

Sri. Amarendu Prakash, Chairman of the Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL), New Delhi. 

Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi, Director General (i/c) of ASCI, warmly welcomed the esteemed speaker 

and attendees. Sri Richard B. Saldanha, Vice-Chairman of the Court of Governors at ASCI, 

inaugurated the event with insightful opening remarks, emphasizing the critical need to pivot 

towards sustainability. He outlined three essential areas: decarbonization, sustainable 

consumption, and climate action, asserting that environmental preservation is fundamentally a 

human concern.  

In his lecture, Sri Amarendu Prakash delved into the complexities of environmental and 

climate issues, stressing the necessity for logical and unemotional discourse. He 

highlighted that these issues intersect political, social, and economic domains, impacting 

everyone globally. Sri Prakash illustrated the extensive impact of carbon emissions with an 

example from the COP-28 session on Agriculture and Food. He noted how one country's 

decision to grow its own food instead of importing it was driven by the need to reduce carbon 

emissions from transportation. 

Reflecting on the evolution of global trade, Sri Prakash pointed out that nations once promoted 

free trade to leverage their strengths for mutual growth. However, the current environmental 

challenges necessitate a reassessment of this approach, balancing global trade with 

sustainability efforts. 

Sri. Prakash also addressed the significant role of fossil fuels, advocating for an inclusive 

transition towards renewable energy. He underscored India's ambitious target of achieving 

50% renewable energy usage by 2030 and its leadership in the International Solar Alliance. He 

also spoke about innovative energy solutions, such as micro-turbines, and the importance of 

inclusive decarbonization efforts, citing Jharkhand's dependence on coal for livelihood. 

Concluding his talk, Sri Prakash urged a unified approach under the concept of 'One Earth, One 

Family, and One Future,' echoing the spirit of the G20. The event concluded with Sri Richard 

Saldanha presenting an ASCI memento to Sri Amarendu Prakash and Dr. Bagchi delivering a 

heartfelt vote of thanks. 

The 67th Foundation Day celebration of ASCI was a significant reminder of the imperative to 

reshape our narrative towards a sustainable future, fostering a global commitment to 

environmental stewardship. 
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Foundation Day Gallery: 
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77th Indian Independence Day celebrations  

Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi, ASCI’s Director General (i/c), marked the 77th Independence Day 

by hoisting the National Flag at Bella Vista and College Park Campus in Hyderabad. Joined by 

faculty, officers, and guests, the celebrations honored India's freedom fighters. Prof. Bagchi 

emphasized the imperative of prioritizing personal health for national progress, urging all to 

embody the theme of Independence Day 2023: "Nation First, Always First”. 

 
75th Republic Day Celebrations at Bella Vista and CPC Campuses: 

January 26, 2024: Sri. Richard Saldanha, Vice Chairman, Court of Governors has hoisted the 

National Flag at both the campus on the eve of India’s 75th Republic Day and addressed the 

gathering, emphasizing the significance of this milestone. 

Sri. Richard Saldanha, Vice Chairman of ASCI, addressing the gathering after hoisting the flag, at both campuses. 
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People Corner: 
Chairman & Vice Chairman, Director General & Deans  as on June 

2024 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Deans 

 Prof. BVN Sachendra               Prof. (Dr.) Valli Manickam                     Prof.(Dr.) Subodh Kandamuthan                                                            

     DoTP-SDP                                      Dean-R&MS                                                  DoTP-LDP                                 

 

Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sri K Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd),              
Padma Bhushan Awardee, 

Former Home Secretary of India 

Vice-Chairman 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Sri Richard B Saldanha 

Former Chairman & CEO, Unilever – Peru 

Director General (i/c) 

 

 

 

 

   Prof. (Dr.) Nirmalya Bagchi 
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Faculty as on June 2024 

Centre for Agriculture & Rural Development (CA&RD) 

 

Dr Lakshmi  B 
Adjunct Professor and Centre Director 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Centre for Human Resources Development (CHRD) 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Centre for Economics and Finance (CE&F) 

 

Dr Madhusoodanan PR 

Associate Professor and Centre Director 

Centre for Energy Studies (CES) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. Rajkiran Bilolikar   

Centre Director 

Mr. P Pavan Kumar 

Assistant Professor 
Mr. Amartya Awasthi 

Assistant Professor 

Dr. Lakshmi B.  

Adjunct Professor & 

Centre Director 

Mr. Hareesh Meppat  

Assistant Professor  
Dr. Bharath Shashanka 

Katkam  

Assistant Professor 
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Centre for Environment, Urban Governance, Infrastructure 

Development (CEUG&ID) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Centre for Innovation and Technology (CIT) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. V Srinivas Chary                            

Centre Director 

Dr Mekala Snehalatha 

Associate Professor 

Dr Pratibha Ganesan 

Assistant Professor 

Dr Rajarshi Banerjee 

Assistant Professor 

Ms T Samskrutha     

Assistant Professor 

Dr Ankur Parashar     

Assistant Professor 

Ms Devika Ganesan 

Assistant Professor 

Ms Soma Sarkar 

Assistant Professor 

Dr Valli Manickam           

Professor & Centre Director 

Dr Gutha Jaya Krishna 

Assistant Professor 
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Centre for Management of Land Acquisition, Resettlement and 
Rehabilitation (CMLARR) 
 
 

Dr. Reshmy Nair 

Professor and Centre Director 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

Dr. Kakarla Subba Rao Centre for Health Care Management 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Centre for Public Policy, Governance and Performance (CPPGP) 
 
 

Dr Harsh Sharma 
Professor & Centre Director      

 
 
 

Centre for Managerial Communication and Marketing (CMCM) 
 
  

Prof. Swarnalatha J. 
Centre Director 

 
 
 
 

Dr. Subodh 

Kandamuthan            

Professor & Centre 

Director 

Dr. Bhawna Gulati                            

Associate Professor 

Dr. Reshma Gopan                                 

Assistant Professor 

Dr. Priya Darshini   

Assistant Professor 

Dr. Abhishek Job D.         

Assistant Professor 
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Centre for Management Studies (CMS) 

 

 

 

 

 
Centre for National Security Studies & India’s Foreign Relations 

(CNSS & IFR) 
 
  

Dr. Ramesh Kanneganti 
Professor of Practice 

 
 
 
 

Centre for Futuristic Policing and Security Studies 
 

 

Mr.  Santhosh Mehra, IPS (Retd) 

Professor of Practice 
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Officers : 

Dr. Ompal Singh 

Registrar & Secretary (i/c) 

 
 

 
 
 

Mr. Mohana Rao 

Finance Officer 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Mary Eliot 
Senior Administrative Officer  

(College Park Campus) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Suresh Sabavath  

Administrative Officer (Bella Vista ) 

 

Mr. Venkanna P 
Accounts Officer 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. P Srinvas Yadav   

Senior Executive Secretary to R & S (i/c) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. G Srinivas Yadav 
Senior Executive Secretary & Senior Admission 

Officer(PGDM) 
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Mr. Ramshirish M 

Officer-Library & Information Services  
and  

Editor & Public Relations Officer (i/c) 

 
 

 
 
 

Mr. G Srinvas Reddy 
Programs Officer 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Mr. Subrahmanyeswar  
Deputy Officer, Accounts 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Venkateswarlu 
 Manager-HR & Procurement and Stores 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. B Y Reddy 
Officer – Mess 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kamal Singh   
Liaisoning-cum- Resident Manager,  

New Delhi Centre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. Mohammed Ahmed 

Manager – IT   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Komala S Raj 

Executive Secretary to Chairman, CoG and DG(i/c) 
 

 



                                                                                                                Bella Vista Times 
 BELLA VISTA TIMES      (Volume 08)           June 2024   
 
                

  

 

78 

Mr. R. Amarnath 
Consultant Accountant 

 

 

Mr. Mohan Arun Krishna 
Assistant Manager-Logistics and Transportation 

 

Mr. P Praveen Kumar 

Assistant Manager-HR, Procurement and Stores. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Faculty Corner 

 
Prof. Rajkiran Presents Groundbreaking Urban Heat Island Study 

at at Melbourne Conference 

December 4-7, 2023: Professors Rajkiran Bilolikar jointly 

with  Dr. Vishal showcased their groundbreaking research on 

Urban Heat Islands at the 6th International Conference on 

“Counter-Measures to Urban Heat Islands” in Melbourne. 

This significant event, held from December 4 to 7, highlighted 

their contributions to understanding and mitigating urban heat 

effects. Invaluable support received from Prof. Pavan, the 

Centre for Energy Studies (CES), ASCI, Team, and our 

esteemed supporters, the Government of Andhra Pradesh, 

Indo-Swiss BEEP, and NRDC India, for their. 

               Prof. Rajkiran Bilolikar 
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Insightful Discussion on Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 

(BNSS) 2023 

April 29, 2024: Prof. Swarnalatha participated in a live program on Akashvani discussing the 

Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita 

(BNSS) 2023. Introduced on August 11, 

2023, to replace the CrPC, the BNSS 

amends provisions on bail, expands the 

scope of property seizure, and alters the 

powers of police and Magistrates. The Bill 

has been examined by the Standing 

Committee on Home Affairs. Mr. Naik, 

Director of Akashvani, was also part of the 

discussion.                                              Photo:  Akashvani Director Mr Naik in middle & Prof Swarnalatha 

 
Prof. (Dr.)Lakshmi meets  Sri. K. Satyanarayana Raju, MD & CEO, 

Canara Bank 

Prof. (Dr.) Lakshmi, along with Sri. D 

Surendran, Chief General Manager (HR) 
of Canara Bank, called on Sri K. 
Satyanarayana Raju, Managing Director 

& Chief Executive Officer, at the Head 
Office of Canara Bank in Bengaluru on 

July 26, 2024: 

 

                                                                                      Dr. Lakshmi presents a memento to Sri. Satyanarayana Raju 

Faculty Publications: 
This list features faculty publications, including journal articles, books, edited 

volumes, research papers etc. 

Journal/Magazine Articles 

1. Dr. Mohammed Mujahed Ali  and Shaik   Masood. “IPOs as Catalysts for Retail 

Investor Wealth Creation: Evidence from the Indian Stock Market”. Australasian Accounting, 

Business and Finance Journal, 18(3), (pp248-268). http://dx.doi.org/10.14453/aabfj.v18i3.13.    

(2024) 

2. Dr. Ergula Kishan. “Impact of Climate Change on Inflation: An Empirical Evidence From 

India Based on Vector Error Correction Model”. Research Bulletin ( ISSN 2230 9241). The 

Institute of Cost Accountants of India. (pp85-98). 49(II & III) (July & October 2023) 
 

http://dx.doi.org/10.14453/aabfj.v18i3.13
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Conference Papers/ Paper Presentaions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Dr. Gutha Jaya Krishna. “High Utility Itemset Mining and Inventory Management: 

Theory and Use Cases”. Proceedings of the 11th International Conference on Frontiers of 

Intelligent Computing: Theory and Applications (FICTA 2023). Book Series:Smart 

Innovation, Systems and Technologies, vol 371. Springer, Singapore. (26 November 2023) 

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-99-6706-3_6    

2. Dr. Gutha Jaya Krishna. “The transformative influence of AI and ML in understanding 

and shaping consumer behaviour”. 3rd International Marketing Conference (iMarC III). 

January 30 -31, 2024 at Indian Institute of Management Shillong. 

3. Dr. Gutha Jaya Krishna.”Consumer behaviour prediction of SUV cars using 

Regression Analysis”. 10th IBS Conference on Marketing & Business Strategy (ICOMBS 

2024). March 15&16, 2024 at ICFAI Business School, Hyderabad.  

4. Dr. Gutha Jaya Krishna.”  Unlocking insights in Home Decor Purchasing: A market 

basket analysis using KNIME and Excel”. 10th IBS Conference on Marketing & Business 

Strategy (ICOMBS 2024). March 15&16, 2024 at ICFAI Business School, Hyderabad. 

5. Dr. Gutha Jaya Krishna.” Unveiling Customer Behaviour: A data driven approach”. 

10th IBS Conference on Marketing & Business Strategy (ICOMBS 2024). March 15&16, 

2024 at ICFAI Business School, Hyderabad. 

6. Dr. Gutha Jaya Krishna.” AI & ML in Marketing, Personal Bankruptcy, Default 

Prediction: A Multifaceted approach”. 10th IBS Conference on Marketing & Business 

Strategy (ICOMBS 2024). March 15&16, 2024 at ICFAI Business School, Hyderabad. 

7. Dr. Egurla Kishan. “ Nexus between Climate Change and Stock Markets: Evidence 

from China, USA, and India”.  International Conference on Emerging Technologies, 

Analytics and Operations (ICETAO-2024). March 22-23, 2024 at  ICFAI Business School, 

Hyderabad. 

8. Dr. Egurla Kishan. “Climate Change and Stock Market Returns: An Empirical 

Evidence from BRICS Economies”.  16th International Conference on Business and Finance 

(ICBF-2024). February 29- March 01, 2024 at  ICFAI Business School, Hyderabad. 

  

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-981-99-6706-3_6
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ASCI Court of Governors  
A. Elected Category  
• Sri K Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd) – Chairman Court  of Governors - Former Home Secretary,     

Government of India 
• Sri Richard B Saldanha - Vice-Chairman – Court  of Governors, ASCI - Former Chairman & 

CEO, Unilever – Peru 

• Dr Palle Rama Rao - Former Vice Chancellor - University of  Hyderabad 
• Dr Vijay Kelkar  - Chairman, India Development Foundation 

• Smt K J Udeshi - Former Deputy Governor, RBI 
• Sri Vepa Kamesam - Former Deputy Governor, RBI 

• Sri Cyrus J Guzder - CMD, AFL Private Ltd 
• Sri P M Murty - Former Managing Director & CEO-Asian Paints Ltd. 
• Sri B V R Mohan Reddy - Founder Chairman and Board Member Cyient Ltd 

•  Sri Pradeep Dhobale - Former Director, ITC 
•  Dr N Ramesh Kumar, IAS (Retd.) - Former A.P. State Election Commissioner 

•  Sri Upendra Kumar Sinha, IAS (Retd.) - Former Chairman, Securities and Exchange Board of 
India 

• Sri Sumit Deb - Former Chairman and Managing Director National Mineral Development 

Corporation (NMDC) 
• Sri Jayesh Ranjan, IAS - Principal Secretary to Government of Telangana Industries & 

Commerce (I&C) Department, and Information Technology, Electronics & Communications 
Department Government of Telangana 

• Dr P V Ramesh, IAS (Retd.) - Former Additional Chief Secretary, O/o Chief Minister of Andhra 

Pradesh 
• Sri Shrikant Madhav Vaidya – Chairman, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. 

• Dr Pushp Kumar Joshi - Chairman & Managing Director, Hindustan Petroleum Corp. Ltd. 
 

B. Co-Opted Members 
• Sri Hemang Jani – Senior Advisor to Executive Director, The World Bank, Washington (DC) 
• Smt Gaitri Issar Kumar, IFS (Retd), former High Commissioner of India to the                                                                      

United Kingdom 
• Dr Sameer Sharma, IAS (Retd), former Chief Secretary, Government of AP 

 

C. Co-Opted Members (Ex-Officio) 
• Ms A Santhi Kumari, IAS - Chief Secretary, Government of Telangana 
• Ms S Radha Chauhan, IAS - Secretary (Personnel), Dept of Personnel & Training, Ministry of 

Personnel, Public  Grievances & Pensions, Govt of India 
• Sri K Sanjay Murthy, IAS – Secretary, Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Education 

• Govt of India 
• Dr T V Somanathan, IAS – Secretary, Ministry of Finance, Govt of India 
• AICTE nominee  

• Prof (Dr) Nirmalya Bagchi - Director General (i/c), Administrative Staff College of India 
 

D. Registrar & Secretary to CoG  
• Dr O P Singh - Registrar & Secretary (i/c), Administrative Staff College of India 
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ASCI in Media  
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Principals/Director Generals of ASCI Since Inception 

 

 

*Re-designated as Director General with effect from 01.04.2005 

 

 

 

 

Sl. 

No. 
Name Title From To 

1 Gen. S M Shrinagesh Principal 08.05.1957 13.10.1959 

2 Mr. Brij Narayan Acting Principal 13.10.1959 06.11.1959 

3 Mr. K T Chandy Acting Principal 07.11.1959 19.12.1959 

4 Mr. Brij Narayan Acting Principal 20.12.1959 11.11.1960 

5 Mr. R L Gupta (ICS retd) Principal 12.11.1960 04.10.1968 

6 Mr. N P Sen Principal 01.11.1968 06.01.1979 

7 Dr. M Balwanth Reddy Acting Principal 07.01.1979 13.07.1979 

8 
Mr. J B D’Souza (IAS 
retd) 

Principal 14.07.1979 31.08.1982 

9 Dr. M Balwanth Reddy Acting Principal 01.09.1982 03.07.1983 

10 Mr. M Narasimham Principal 04.07.1983 31.03.1985 

11 Dr. Dharni P Sinha Acting Principal 01.11.1985 31.03.1988 

12 Dr. Dharni P Sinha Principal 01.04.1988 31.08.1991 

13 Mr. A M Lal Chief Executive 01.09.1991 31.12.1992 

14 
Mr. T L Sankar (IAS 

retd) 
Principal 01.05.1993 28.2.2001 

15 
Dr. E A S Sarma (IAS 

retd) 
Principal 01.03.2001 29.02.2004 

16 Dr. S K Rao* Principal 01.03.2004 28.02.2015 

17 
Mr. Ravi Kant, (IAS 
retd) 

Director General 01.03.2015 31.03.2016 

18 
Dr. (Mrs.) Paramita 
Dasgupta 

Director General 
(I/c) 

01.04.2016 31.12.2016 

19 
Mr. R H Khwaja, IAS 
(Retd) 

Director General 01.01.2017 30.04.2018 

20 
Prof. (Mrs.) Nirmala 
Apsingikar 

Director General 
(I/c) 

01.05.2018 02.10.2019 

21 
Dr. S K Pattanayak, IAS 
(Retd) 

Director General 03.10.2019 10.06.2020 

22 Dr. Nirmalya Bagchi 
Director General 
(I/c) 

12.06.2020  
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