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Overview:  
 
ASCI conducts the "ASCI Public Lecture Series", in which invited distinguished 

speakers delivers lectures on a topic of current interest relevant to public policy.  

ASCI Public Lectures for 2021-2022 were conducted through the virtual mode, 

owing to the COVID-19 pandemic. This report provides the details of the lectures 

from April 2021 to March 2022 and delivered by various prominent persons from 

the Government of India representing DRDO, DARPG, NITI Aayog, ISRO, DSIR, TRAI 

and CCI. 
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  1. Accelerating Defence R&D for Atmanirbhar 

Bharat 
 

 
Dr G Satheesh Reddy, Secretary, Department of Defence R&D and Chairman, 

Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO), Government of India, 
delivered the first ASCI Public Lecture on "Accelerating Defence R&D for 
Atmanirbhar Bharat" on January 20, 2022, at 1400 hrs through the virtual 

platform. 
 

The Lecture was started at 2 PM with the speaker's introduction by Dr Nirmalya 
Bagchi, DG (i/c), ASCI, while opening remarks given by Shri K Padmanabhaiah, 
IAS (Retd), Chairman-CoG, ASCI. Two hundred seven participants attended the 

Lecture through zoom other than the attendance via ASCI's YouTube Channel. 

 
Dr G Satheesh Reddy, in his Lecture, mentioned that "Gradually, we are moving 
from importing to exporting defence products. It is our endeavour to develop all the 
systems to be equipped with AI technology," said Satheesh Reddy, revealing that the 
BrahMos updated system was successfully relaunched Today (on Thursday)". 
 
India was set to join the ranks of key countries in the coming years in defence 

products manufacturing and exports. 

 
Shri K Padmanabhaiah presented the memento to the guest speaker virtually, 

which was handed over to the guest at his office in New Delhi on a later date. 
 

 
         Dr G Satheesh Reddy, Secretary, Dept of Defence R&D and Chairman, DRDO 
 

 
Dr Nirmalya Bagchi, DG (i/c), ASCI                              Shri K Padmanabhaiah, Chairman, ASCI 
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2. India's Next Generation Administrative Reforms 

in Amrut Kaal Period 
 

 
Shri V Srinivas, IAS, Secretary, Department of Administrative Reforms and Public 
Grievances (DARPG), Government of India, delivered the Lecture on "India's Next 

Generation Administrative Reforms in Amrut Kaal Period" on Monday, January 24 
2022, at 1500 hrs through Zoom platform and live-streamed through YouTube  
The Lecture started at 2 PM with the speaker's introduction by Dr Nirmalya Bagchi, 

DG (i/c), ASCI, while Shri K Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd), Chairman-CoG, ASCI, gave 
opening remarks. One Hundred Thirty-Four participants attended the Lecture via zoom 
other than the attendance through ASCI's YouTube Channel. 

 
Shri Srinivas said, "implementing a special campaign for disposal of pending matters, 

increasing efficiency in decision making in Central Secretariat and Good Governance 
witnessed in 2021 towards India's road map for next-generation administrative 
reforms." 

 
Redressal of nearly 3.5 lakh public grievances was done during the special campaign 

to dispose of pending matters from October 2 to 31, 2021. The Central secretariat 
adopted the initiatives to increase efficiency in government decision-making.  
 

Sri K Padamanabhaiah presented the memento to the guest, and Dr Nirmalya Bagchi 
proposed a vote of thanks. 

 
 

 
                Shri V Srinivas         Dr Nirmalya Bagchi                Shri K Padmanabhaiah 
 



      Report on ASCI Public 

Lectures 2021-2022 

PAGE   7 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



      Report on ASCI Public 

Lectures 2021-2022 

PAGE   8 

3. Budget for 2022-23 and India's Economic 

Prospects 
 

 
Dr Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog, Government of India, delivered the 
Lecture on "Budget for 2022-23 and India's Economic Prospects" on Tuesday, February 

8, 2022, at 1600 hrs. through the virtual platform, Zoom and also live-streamed 
through YouTube. One Hundred and Forty-One participants attended the Lecture 
through Zoom in addition to the YouTube channel of ASCI. 

 
The Lecture started with Director General (i/c), Dr Nirmalya Bagchi's introductory 
remarks and the introduction of the guest speaker Dr Rajiv Kumar. Then, Sri K 

Padmanabhaiah gave his opening remarks to the Lecture.  
 

Dr Rajiv Kumar said the main aim of the Union Budget 2022-2023 is a foundation to 
digitally empower the country, i.e., grab the opportunities in the sunrise industries and 
not miss the digital revolution, as the country missed the past three industrial 

revolutions. Innovation, Investment, Inclusion and integration constitute the four 
pillars of the Budget 2022-2023. The Budget's focus is to address the constraints which 

create hurdles in the path of the digital revolution. Propelling growth and triggering 
private investment is the aim of the Budget2022. 
  

The Lecture ended with closing remarks of Shri K Padmanabhaiah with presenting of 
a memento and a vote of thanks by Dr Nirmalya Bagchi. 
 

 
             Dr Rajiv Kumar, VC, NITI Aayog             Dr Nirmalya Bagchi,                  Shri K Padamanabhaiah,  

                                                                DG (i/c) ASCI                               Chairman, ASCI 
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4. Space Technology Development and Use: An 

Indian Approach 
 

 
Shri A S Kiran Kumar, former Chairman, Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), 
Government of India, delivered the Lecture on "Space Technology Development and 

Use: An Indian Approach" on Wednesday, February 23 2022, at 1100 hrs through 
Zoom and live-streamed through ASCI's YouTube Channel. A total of One Hundred 
participants attended the Lecture via the Zoom platform in addition to the YouTube 

Channel. 
 
The Lecture started with an introduction of the topic and the guest by Shri Ramshirish, 

Editor & PRO (i/c) and Assistant Librarian.  
 

Dr Valli Manickam, Dean of ASCI, gave remarks about the ASCI Public Lecture and the 
topic.  
In his talk, Dr A S Kiran Kumar mentioned that the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) collaborates with National Aeronautical and Space Administration 
(NASA) to build a US $1b satellite with the latest large reflectors and high antenna for 

clear data transmission. He said that ISRO runs about 50 satellites tracking weather, 
communication, and strategic issues with collaborative efforts. 

 
The Govt. has initiated the New Space India Ltd to own the launch vehicles and space 
assets of ISRO, and Tata Sky has signed up to make use of capabilities in the upcoming 
satellite "GSAT-24' to be launched by Arianespace  

 
Dr Nirmalya Bagchi, DG (i/c), gave closing remarks and a formal vote of thanks 
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5. Science and Technology Innovations: Primary 

vehicle for gaining our rightful place in the world 

order 
 

 
Dr Shekhar C Mande, Secretary, Department of Scientific and Industrial Research 
(DSIR) & Director General, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), 
Government of India, delivered the Lecture on "Science and Technology Innovations: 

Primary vehicle for gaining our rightful place in world order" on Thursday, March 10, 
2022, at 11:30 hrs through the virtual platform. The number of participants who 

attended through Zoom is One Hundred and Fifty-Six other than the participants from 
YouTube Channel. 
 

The Lecture started with the welcome address of Dr Nirmalya Bagchi, DG (i/c). He 
introduced the topic and the guests to the audience. Then, Shri K Padmanabhaiah 
delivered his opening remarks.  

 
Dr Shekahar Mande said the role of Innovation in shaping our society is crucial. 

Britishers' underestimated the Innovation and talent in the country during the rule. 
The indelible ink, milk powder and many other innovations are examples of Indian 
talent. The infant mortality rate has decreased due to scientific research.  

Dr Mande said India was the only second country to fly a flight with indigenous 
developed biofuel.  

 
FELUDA –  SARS-COV-2 diagnostic Innovation is the world's first CRISPR Gas-9 based 
COVID-19 testing kit, and it delivers the results in 45 to 50 minutes in a laboratory. It 

is traceable, transparent, and trusted with digital quality control and an AI-based 
result reporting tool. 
 

The Lecture concluded with closing remarks of Shri K Padmanabhaiah and 
presentation of memento, and a vote of thanks by Dr Nirmalya Bagchi. 

 

 
            Dr Nirmalya Bagchi, DG (i/c), ASCI  Shri K Padmanabhaiah, Chairman, ASCI 
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6. 5G: A Next-Generation Technology 
 

 
Dr P D Vaghela, IAS, Chairman, Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), delivered 
the Lecture on "5G: A Next-Generation Technology" (as part of ASCI Public Lecture 

Series) on Wednesday, March 16 2022, at 16:00 hrs. through the virtual platform, 
Zoom. 
 

The Lecture started with a welcome address and the speaker's introduction by Dr 
Nirmalya Bagchi, DG (i/c). The Lecture was presided over by Sri K Padmanabhaiah, 

IAS (Retd), Chairman, Administrative Staff College of India, who delivered the opening 
remarks. A total of Sixty-Six people attended the Lecture by Zoom and others through 
YouTube. 

 
Dr Vaghela explained about 5G technology. He said with robust telecom infrastructure, 
the states will attract more investments and generate employment. In his Lecture, he 

covered an introduction to 5G and key performance Indicators, Use Cases of 5G, use 
cases in every vertical, role of state governments and Spectrum aspects, and spoke 

about the Growth of Telecom in India, Govt Initiatives in Broadband and Telecom 
reforms.  
 

Use cases in many verticals like 5G technology coupled with the Internet of Things 
(IoT), Artificial Intelligence (AI), Machine Learning and Data Analytics have given rise 

to numerous use cases covering almost every economic vertical such as Agriculture, 
Healthcare, Manufacturing & Industrial Automation, Mining, Education, Energy & 
Grid Power, Automotive Industry, Smart Cities, Video Streaming and Sports and 

Financial Markets. As per Dr Vaghela, TRAI is likely to submit its recommendations on 
5G technology by March 2022 or early April 2022.  
 

The Lecture ended with a vote of thanks from Dr Nirmalya Bagchi, DG (i/C) 
Administrative Staff College of India  

 

 
                    Shri Padmanabhaiah & Dr Nirmalya Bagchi               Dr P D Vaghela  
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7. Shaping Competition Regime in the Era of 

Digitization 
 

 
Shri Ashok Kumar Gupta, IAS (Retd), Chairperson, Competition Commission of India 
(CCI), delivered the Lecture on "Shaping Competition Regime in the Era of Digitization" 

on Monday, March 21, 2022, at 15:00 hrs through Webex. A total number of Sixty-Six 
people attended through the Webex platform in addition to the YouTube channel of 

ASCI. 
 
Dr Valli Manickam, Dean of Training Programmes, welcomed and introduced the 

speaker. 
Sri K Padmanabhaiah, IAS (Retd), Chairman-ASCI, delivered opening remarks. In his 
comments, Sri Padmanabiah appreciated the speaker for choosing a timely topic. 

 
He spoke on how the competition regime in India is evolving in the phase of rapid 

digitization. 
Shri Ashok Kumar Gupta briefly touched upon the foundation aspects of the 
competition law regime in the country. The cornerstone of economic reforms in India 

has been its reliance on market mechanisms to facilitate economic growth. He said, 
"markets in a liberalized and globalized economic setting were meant to serve as an 

essential economic institution that could let competitive forces drive private initiatives 
towards public ends". 
 

Competition authorities across jurisdictions have always had to be dynamic and 
versatile in applying the legislative instrument. However, the digitization of markets 
with the advent of the internet has been nothing less than transformational, bringing 

up a slew of novel questions and concerns for competition authorities. 
 

In India, we have witnessed digital technologies' adoption at an astonishing face to 
which COVID-19 provided further impetus. Rapid digitization is transforming a wide 
array of sectors such as communication, retail, food,  health, education, finance etc. 

 
For instance, at 87%, India has the highest fintech adoption rate globally against the 

global average of 64%. In 2020, India constituted 4% of the 2018 billion app 
installations globally. 
In 2021, India became the second-largest market in the world for app downloads. India 

has emerged as one of the biggest and fastest-growing digital consumer bases.  
 
The Government of India is introducing many regulatory reforms to address issues in 

the digital space. The CCI has recently participated in the deliberations for drafting the 
National E-commerce policy of India. 
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Shri Padmanabhaiah & Dr Valli Manickam, ASCI                 Shri Ashok Kumar Gupta, CCI 
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Media Coverage on ASCI Public Lectures: 
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